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VIEW A (R) — A first consignment of highly enriched uranium was 
shipped om of Iraq to Moscow "Friday, the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) said. A statement issued by the Vienna-based U.N. 
ageacy said a U.N. cargo flight with 42 fuel elements containing 6.6 
kilogrammes of uranhnn-235 left Baghdad for Moscow Friday morning. 
The shipment conformed to a U.N. resolution aimed at destroying Iraq’s 
nuclear, chemical, biological and ballistic arms capability. The shipment, 
from Iraq’s A1 Tuwuitha ex perimen tal nuclear reactor, was supervised by 
IAEA inspectors. A second airlift of the 'remaining highly enriched 
uranium will leave for Moscow Sunday, the statement said. It added that 
the uranium and fuel dements belonged to nuclear material which had 
come under IAEA safeguards from the time it had been shipped to Iraq. 
Nodear material under IAEA safeguards is closely controlled to ensure 
none is diverted to produce midear weapons. Last week the IAEA 
confirmed that Iraq had successfully tested key parts of a nuclear bomb 
just months before its invasion of Kuwad last year, but said it could not 
have produced a complete weapon as it duf not have sufficient material for 
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‘^ Princess Alla 


^ delivers boy 

kkMMAN (Petra) — Her 
d*jgal Highness Princess Alia 


pd Mohammad Farid A1 
Jehhad a baby boy Friday, 
t Royal Court announced. 
0 ^ announcement added 
tt the; newborn was named 
P) ^bditl Hameed by His 
sfe 4 pjesty King Hussein. 


Turkish soldiery 
rebel Kurds & 
ij^ed In clash 

oL'JsARA (R) — Five Turkish 
oJiets and two separatist rebel 
were killed Thursday in a 
in southeast Turkey, the 
J^i-offidal Anatolian news 
L Acy said. It said the gunbattle 
3 j3een the troops and goenillas 
Kurdish Workers Party 
”K) occured in Bclenoluk ya- 
rn Siirt province after a rebel 
|jte| 0 n a military post. A soldier 
. jVoonded in Mxiyat town of 
‘S tan provi nc e when die rebels' 
W 1 rockets at military bukfings, 
isjjpty sources said. 

filled In Taiwan's 
m Vst train accident 


KS 


icjjfPEI (AP) — Two trains col- 
ls -1 near a railway tunnel Fri- 
a ^killing 29 passengers in the 
nxfcjt train accident in the history 
sit -.annul, officials said. Railway 
r5 -Uals said 102 other passen- 
mdnding seven Japanese, 
hospitalised for bone frao- 
and bruises but did not 
,ify their conditions. Railway 
in MiaoH, 150 kilometres 
. 3^3 of Taipei, said most of die 
£ p were found in six badly 
'^ L ‘aged cars. Rescuers, naag 
-'mid electric saws to cut 
ugh the wreckage, worked 
into the right to remove the 
n es and some of die injured. 

TY 

s ousands march In 
Ba _idrid to demand 
-vtonomyfor 
-claves 

p: 

ioLpjyx) (R) — Thousands of 
■r : ; ^le from Spain’s North Afri- 
^^mdaves of Ceuta and MeHQa 
i -sd a march in Madrid on 
a‘*-ay to press demands for 
i^nomoas rule. A 7,000-strong 
Z&tim. led by mayors of the two 
marched from Madrid’s 
■c: :1 palace to the public admi- 
:~i -ration ministry to present 
.r-- demands. Ceuta and Melflla 
; 7 ^ two racially mixed enclaves 
■j^ae Moroccan coast, cadi with 
-;;.e 60,000 inhabitants. They 
been ruled by Spain since 
-second half of the 16tfa cen- 
i ::, but Morocco has a kmg- 
\.. t -dmg claim to die territories, 
are regarded by Madrid as 
of the soutbeni region of 
‘ . jriusia and have no self- 
anting powers of their own. 


elkh Jaber to visit 

JSCOW 


SCOW (R) — The emir of 


^utit, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad 


gfi* iabah, is expected in Moscow 
!a{tfday for talks with Soviet Pres- 
. jt Mikhail Gorbachev and 

•: - ; Weadeis, TASS news agency 
>rted Friday. TASS said the 
<' r would aho meet Russian 
- ler Boris Yeltsin during Ins 
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Shan rebels 
ntlnue talks 


j^SCOWXAP) — Afghan Mu- 

* deen leaden said in an inter- 

* > poMshed Friday that Mos- 

was directly responsible for 
"''“catastrophe” in Afgfaamstan 
> ' called an die Kremlin to end 
for the Kabul govern- 
. -'.L Bur hmackfm Rabbani, the 
v“l <rf a Mujahedeen delegation 
ijldscow for taHes on ending 
>aaristaris war, said the dis- 
‘S- .Kns, wiueb began Monday 
* produced any concrete. 
But the Afghmktan d©- 


future two: days in a row. 

'; e Visctiwtof die results of oar 

Wto with Moscow should 
'»*; ./' Wtinoed,** Mr. Rabbani said. 

your leaders frankly 
• Soviet Uzrion is respoaa- 

‘ y - ^^ecttartrophe in Afigha- 

nriituy newnp^per 
roya Zvczda quoted 1dm bs 


: l ^ “In onr. opmion, you can 
r 'S f :e Jour mistakes if yon 
- ^yappafttg Kabri.” 


Israel wants to try 
Ashrawi for alleged 
contacts with PLO 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agen cies) — Israeli police re- 
commend that the government 
prosecute Hanan Ashrawi, a top 
adviser to Palestinian peace nego- 
tiators, for allegedly meeting with 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) officials, Israeli re- 
ports said Friday. 

If charges are filed, it could be 
a serious blow .to the delicate 
U.S. -sponsored Middle East 
peace process. 

- Dr. Ashrawi, 45, is one of the 
best-known Palestinian leaders. 
She has met frequently with U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
ami gained international promin- 
ence while serving as a spokes- 
woman for the Palestinian de- 
legation to the peace talks in 
Madrid. 

News of the recommendation 
came as Palestinians in the occu- 
pied lands raised balloons and 
held marches to celebrate “Inde- 
pendence Day,” marking the 
1988 proclamation of an indepen- 
dent state. 

Israel’s Itim news agency said 
the recommendation to prosecute 


Dr. Ashrawi was signed by Sando 
Mazur, head of the criminal in- 
vestigations unit. 

However, Mr. Mazur also 
wrote that the government should 
weigh if “prosecuting Hanan 
Ashrawi, under the current cir- 
cumstances, is of public interest,” 
it said. 

The government is entitled to 
dose the case, initiated long be- 
fore the Madrid talks, for lack of 
public interest. 

Dr. Ashrawi called the recom- 
mendation an attempt to intimi- 
date her. 

“I think this is petty and vindic- 
tive,’’ she said. “It is trying to 
intimidate and silence the Palesti- 
nians/’ 

A public prbsecutor will decide 
whether to bring charges, a deci- 
sion which could take weeks, a 
justice ministry spokeswoman 
said. 

The police recommendation 
came on the day Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir left for the Un- 
ited States to patch up relations 
with Washington, strained over 
the peace process. 


Israeli political sources said 
they doubted the authorities 
would risk antagonising the U.S., 
which has held up vital loan 
guarantees to prod Israel to the 
peace table, by trying a senior 
Palestinian figure at this point. 

Palestinians and Israelis are 
scheduled to hold direct talks 
shortly, the second stage of the 
peace drive. The venue and date 
for the meeting are still unde- 
cided. 

Dr. Ashrawi said Palestinian 
leaders had asked Washington 
and Moscow, co-sponsors of the 
Madrid conference, to prevent 
Israel from intimidating them. 

Faisal A1 Husseini, overall 
head of the Palestinian team in 
Madrid, would not face the same 
charges for lade of evidence, a 
police spokeswoman said. 

Israeli law bans contacts with 
the PLO, which the Jewish state 
regards as a “terrorist” group. 

Dr. Ashrawi, an English litera- 
ture professor, said die felt perse- 
cuted by the Israeli authorities for 


(Continued on page 2) 


Shamir ready for Israel pullout 

‘autonomy’ deal 


TEL AVIV (AP)~ Prime hfirris- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir, in an inter- 
view published Friday, for the 
first time spelled out Ins ideas on 
Palestinian self-rule and sug- 
gested be was ready to pnD the 
army out of most of the occupied 
territories under an autonomy 
deal. 

“There is a lot of room few 
creative thinking in these negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Shamir told the inde- 
pendent Haaretz daily. 

But Mr. Shamir also reiterated 
that be would not surrender any 
territory, allow the formation of a 
Palestinian state or consider halt- 
ing the construction of Jewish 
settlements in tire occupied terri- 
tories. 

“There is no room for territo- 
rial concessions,” Mr. Shamir 
said. “If we give it up, where will 
we be? The whole world wants 
territory from us ... we are a tiny 
country that is difficult to find on 
a map.” 

Mr. Shamir suggested that 
Israel needed the space to 


accommodate the mass immigra- 
tion from the Soviet Union. “In a 
country that is absorbing im- 
migration, to form two states 
wMw to condemn both popula- 
tions to eternal conflict,” he said. 

In the past, Mr. Shamir used to 
argue that Israel has-a right to 
keep the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip as an indivisible 
part of the “Biblical land of 
Israel.” The emphasis on Israel's 
perceived need for space is new. 

Asked how he envisioned 
Palestinian autonomy, Mr. Sha- 
mir said he was willing to offer 
real self-rule in the areas of cul- 
ture, education, the judicial sys- 
tem, trade and the economy, 
Haaretz said. 

He suggested indirectly that 
the army would withdraw from 
Palestinian-ruled areas. Asked 
bow he would respond ' if a state 
was declared in the antonomus 
areas, he said: “We will bring the 
army bade because this would be 
a violation of the agreement.” 

He also said the 112 ,000 Jewish 


settlers, who live among tire 
Pales tinian? in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, would remain 
under Israeli rule: “They will be a 
part of Israel,” he said. 

Use Palestinians have accepted 
to discuss an autonomy deal with 
Israel in bilateral, U.S.- 
sponsored negotiations, but insist 
it must be an interim agreement 
leading to a Palestinian state. 

Mr. Shamir said Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon, who laun- 
ched a massive settlement drive 
in the occupied territories last 
year, acted with his blessing. “It 
is the government's policy to de- 
velop the country ... and Sharon 
is not acting against my wishes,” 
Mr. Shamir stud U.S. and Arab 
demands that Israel freeze settle- 
ment construction would only be 
considered when the final status 
of tire occupied territories is to be 
determined, Haaretz said. 

Concerning an agreement with 
Syria, Mr. Shamir said be would 


(Continued on page 2) 


Palestinians celebrate 


Independence Day; 


Israeli troops kill one 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) - — Palestinians raised bal- 
loons and held marches in the 
occupied territories Friday to 
celebrate “Independence Day.” 
In occupied Jerusalem, police 
shot and killed a Palestinian 
trying to scribble nationalist slo- 
gans near the home of Israeli 
Housing Munster Ariel Sharon. 

In Nabhxs, the occupied West 
Bank's largest city, some 300 
marchers chanted “We salute the 
Palestinian state” and hoisted 
Palestinian flags. “On the third 
anniv ersary of the independence 
declaration, we are hopeful that a 
Palestinian state will be estab- 
lished,” one marcher said 
through a loudspeaker. 

Troops fired tear-gas to dis- 
perse file crowd, Arab reports 


In Gaza City, balloons fluttered 
from rooftops, and cars and elec- 
tricity poles were decked with 
flowers. Motorists honked their 
hone in joy. In tire town erf 
Rafah, activists fired shots in the 
air in celebration. 

One wall slogan in Gaza City 
read: “The Madrid conference is 
our means for establishing an 
independent state.” 

Palestinians in the West Ban k 
and Gaza Strip have celebrated 
Independence Day since Nov. 15, 
1988, when the Palestine Nation- 
al Council (PNC) declared the 
formation of an independent 
Palestinian state. 

. xirfs year marked the first time 

that the Israeli army has not 


imposed widespread curfews on 
the anniversary of the independ- 
ence declaration. Army officials 
said Friday restrictions were only 
imposed on the Fawwar refugee 
camp in the West Bank. 

In Arab East Jerusalem, mer- 
chants dosed their shops in pro- 
test over Friday’s shooting doth. 

The incident started at about 
4:30 a.m. (0230 GMT) Friday 
when members of the paramilit- 
ary border police patrolled the 
narrow alleys of the walled Old 
City. 

In a street near Mr. Sharon’s 
house, the patrol spotted a group 
of masked Palestinians and 
ordered them to hah, said a 
police spokeswoman. 

“Apparently there was a 
chase,” she said. “One was 
arrested and one was wounded by 
gun shot and later died.” 

Police identified the victim as 
Monssa Razi Abu Iyad, 20. 
Palestinian reporters gave his 
name Moussa Ghazi Abu Eid, 21. 


The death brought to 871 the, 
number of Palestinians killed by 
Israeli soldiers and civilians dur- 
ing the four-year uprising against 
Israeli occupation, according to 
an AP count. 

In the West Bank town of 
Jenin, a Palestinian woman was 
fatally shot in the bead when she 
tried to stop 10 masked men from 
ki dnap ping her brother, Arab re- 
ports raid. 

The woman was identified as 


Lntfiya Assad Sholi, 35. 


Jordan 

underlines 

refugee 

problem, 

UNRWA 


services 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Jordan’s 
permanent representative at the 
United Nations, Abdullah Salah, 
said Friday that Jordan gives spe- 
cial attention to the problem of 
Palestinian refugees since the 
Kingdom is an essential part of 
the Palestinian problem, which is 
file essence of the Arab-Israeti 
conflict, in addition to the fact 
that it is hosting the largest num- 
ber of Palestinian refugees and 
that dose relations bind toe peo- 
ple of Jordan and Palestine. 

In an address to the P olitic al 
Committee of the United Nations 
Refugees end Works Agency 
(UNRWA), Mr. Salah said that 
through the c omm i tt ee the world 
is acquainted with the difficult 
living conditions erf the Palesti- 
nian refugees for more than four 


He affirmed that the interna- 
tional community represented in 
the United Nations shoulders “a 
moral responsibility towards this 
problem which required the con- 
tinuation of the financial and 
moral s up port extended to the 
refugees by UNRWA as a tem- 
porary procedure and should at 
the same time continue wor ki ng 
on solving the problem.” 


(Continued on page 2) 







NAVAL ADVANCE: Hb Majesty King Hns- 
sefe Thursday visits a new patrol boat acquired by 
Aqaba Coast Guard which was handled on the 


occasion of His Majesty's birthday. To the King's 
left fe Armed Forces Chief of Staff Field Marshal 
Fatin Abo Taleb (See story on page 3) 


Jordan, Syria pursuing closer 


coordination in peace process 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Time 


AMMAN — Jordan and Syria 
are headed towards increased 
cooperation and coordination 
ahead of bilateral Arab-Israeli 
talks scheduled to resume later 
this month. Jordanian officials 
said Friday. 

Tourism and Antiquities Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti, who is 
currently visiting Damascus, said 
he delivered a message from 
Prime Minister Taher Masri to his 
Syrian counterpart, Mahmoud AJ 
zimbi, during a meeting with the 
premier Thursday- A well-placed 
official also said Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq Sharaa planned 
to visit Jordan this week, but that 


the date of his visit would be 
determined as soon as possible. 

In a telephone interview with 
the Jordan Times from Damas- 
cus, Mr. Kabariti sand Jordan 
renewed its rail on Syria to coor- 
dinate with Jordan ahead of the 
forthcoming bilateral talks so as 
“to prevent Israel from exploiting 
weak points in Arab coordination 
strategy to undermine die peace 
process.” 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber said earlier Friday that 
there were plans for a meeting 
between tire joint - Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation and the 
Syrian negotiating team before 
the start of the bilateral talks. Dr. 
Abu Jaber did not specify a date 
or venue for the meeting but said 


the Palestinian team was ex- 
pected in Amman Sunday to pre- 
pare for the next phase of the 
negotiations. 

The three sides are expected to 
try to find a common position as 
to when they would enter multi- 
lateral talks with Israel on such 
issues as water rights and dis- 
armament 

The call for closer coordination 
between the three parties came 
after the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) announced 
last week that it was resuming full 
ties with Damascus after a break 
of several yean. 

Farouq Kaddoumi, head of the 
political department of the PLO, 


(CoatiniKd on page 2) 


Israel is defying co-sponsors 
of peace talks — Abu Jaber 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber Friday blasted 
a remark by Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir in which he 
rejected giving up occupied Arab 
territories, by saying the Israeli 
leader should be called to answer 
for bis statement by the negotia- 
tions’ two co-sponsors. 


Jordan is operating in the Mid- 
dle East peace negotiations on 
tfwpriiKSpleoflandfbrpeaoe, as 
embedded in U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338 
and international legitimacy, Dr. 
Abo Jaber r eaffi rmed. 


Dr. Abu Jaber reiterated Jor- 
dan's basis for participating in the 
negotiations hours after Mr. Sha- 
mir said that Israel would not 
withdraw from an inch of land 
before leaving Tel Aviv for 
Washington this weekend. 


*Tf we are not talking about 
land and international legitimacy 
then what are we talking about?” 
asked Dr. Atm Jaber. Mr. Sha- 


mir, Dr. Abu Jaber said, could be 
making these declarations, which 
effectively nullify the ‘raison- 
d’etre’ of the negotiations, for his 
Likud party voters who are “rub- 
bling at his heals.” 

“Shamir said in bis speech in 
Madrid that the issue was not 
territoiy but existence. Well, 
where are the Palestinians sup- 
posed to exist, up in the air?” Dr. 
Abu Jaber asked. 

If Mr. Shamir was serious ab- 
out his remarks which would indi- 
cate that there was no chance of 
territorial concessions. Dr. Abu 
Jaber said that Mr. Shamir would 
have to answer to the negotia- 
tions’ co-sponsors about his atti- 
tude. 

As Mr. Shamir got on the plane 
to Washington, Israeli police re- 
commended Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi be prose- 
cuted for allegedly meeting Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) officials. 

If action were to be taken 
against Dr. Ashrawi, Dr. Abu 
Jaber said, “it would be tragic.” 
“Any action taken against Dr. 
Ashrawi is a challenge to the 


international community, inter- 
national legality and freedom of 
speech and association,” Dr. Abu 
Jaber said. 

* Hoping that any action taken 
•by Israel would not go beyond 
harassment because anything 
beyond that would constitute “a 
huge step backwards for the 
peace process,” Dr. Abu Jaber 
said. It “will be further Israeli 
entrenchment, both ideological 
and procedmaL” 

The Palestinian delegation and 
its coordination committee are 
expected to arrive in Amman 
Sunday, Dr. Abu Jaber said, to 
coordinate and prepare for the 
next phase of the peace negotia- 
tions, which are expected to com- 
mence in several weeks. 


Mr. Shamir is expected to dis- 
cuss the venue of the second 
round of tbe peace negotiations 
with members of the Bush admi- 
nistration. While most of tbe 
Arab delegations to the peace 
talks have showed a preference 
for Washington as a venue, tbe 
Israelis have said that they prefer 
Cyprus. 


Jordanian team 
to undergo change 


Venue and 


time for 


bilaterals 


unclear 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


-AMMAN — Tbe venue and tim- 
ing for the continuation of Arab- 
Israeli bilateral talks remained 
ambiguous Friday as Jordanian 
officials cast doubt on tbe validity 
of reports saying the talks would 
be held in Washington on Nov. 
22 . 

“True, there was an under- 
standing that the talks would be 
held in Washington on Nov. 22.” 
raid a senior government source,, 
“but I do not see bow the date at 
least can be kept given that the. 
Arabs and Israelis are not yet 
agreed on the venue and (in light 
of U.S. Secretary of State James) 
Baker’s engagement over the past 
two weeks with trips to Asia.” 

The source did not say where 
tbe understanding came from and 
how it was reached, saying he still 
could not rule out that the meet- 
ings would take place in Washing- 
ton on the specified date. 

The source explained that the 
disagreement over the venue cen- 
tred on Israeli demands for Cyp- 
res as a co m promise on its earlier 
demand that tbe talks rotate be- 
tween Israel and tbe concerned 
Arab countries. 

Jordan and Palestinians have 
s u pp o rted the idea of Washing- 
ton, D.C. as a venue for bilateral 
talks but “Israel wants the talks 
to be held in Cyprus in dose 
proximity to the Middle East 
region,” the senior government 
official said. 

Although all indications con- 
tinued to point to Washington as 
the venue for tbe Arab-Israeli 
talks, file official said that the 
different delegations were “still 
jockeying over where to meet” 

Commenting on the Nov. 22 
date for the bilaterals, another 
source here said that “it was 
impossible to complete all prepa- 
rations by that time,” and that 
the earliest possible date for tbe 
opening of bilaterals would be 
after Thanksgiving day on Nov. 
28. 

“The earliest date would have 
to be the first Monday after 
Thanksgiving,” a weQ-mfbnned 
Jordanian source said. 

The senior government source 
also revealed Friday that changes 
were being made on the make-up 
of tbe Jordanian delegation in 
preparation for the bilaterals and 
the final list will be “announced 


soon. 

He did not reveal the number 
of delegates to be changed or 
their names but said that the final 
list wil] be announced in the next 
two days, and that tbe changes 
were going to “include some di- 
plomats who wiD return to their 


The Jordanian delegation to 
Madrid included ambassadors 
Awaad -Khahdi (Paris), Moham- 
mad Udwan (Moscow), Fuad 
Ayyoub (London) and Tala! Has- 
san (Belgium and the European 
Community). 


Israelis shell Lebanese villages; 4 children killed 


TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Four children were killed Friday 
as Israeli artillerymen and allied 
militiam en poured mortar and 
artillery fire into U.N.-policed 
villages in Sooth Lebanon, secur- 
ity sources said. 

Tbs minors, aged between 10 
and 14, were killed in a single 
round that blasted the main 
square in the village of ZSbkin. A 
fifth child was wounded and hos- 
pitalised, said the sources. 

The sources said the artillery 
shell was fired at 1220 p.m. (1020 
GMT) from somewhere inside 
Israel’s self-styled “security 
zone” in Sooth Lebanon. 

Chi Thursday, two Lebanese 
guerrillas were killed in a village 
mridmthe “security zone” while 
prepa rin g a bomb to be used 
against the Israeli forces or their 
affies, Israeli news reports said. 

•Ttie sbeffiag of ZSbkin capped 
more' -than 15 boon of random 
bombardment of villages policed 
by Nepalese, Norwegian and Ir- 
ish battalions of the U.N. 


peacekeeping fences in the area. 

Tun or Goksel, spokesman for 
the U.N . Inte rim Force In Leba- 
non (UNIFIL) said 125 artillery 
and mortar rounds were fired on 
these villages between 7 p.m. 
(1700 GMT) Thursday and 1030 
a.m. (0830 GMT) Friday. 

The Israeli military command 
denied the Ziblrin shelling re- 
ports, saying “No Israeli army or 
Sooth Lebanon Army (SLA) 
force has fired towards the vil- 


at t ack against Israeli targets in 
Sooth Lebanon to sabotage the 
Arab-Israeli Middle East peace 
talks. 


The shelling, the fiercest in 
recent weeks, followed a bomb 
Mast near an SLA base in Snjod 
hill on the tip of the “security 
zone’’ Thursday night, the 
sources said. The bomb caused 
no casualties. 

Israeli warplanes and helicop- 
ters destroyed two bases of tbe 
HIzbQDah (Party of God), two 
strategy bridges and a post of the 
Popular Fro nt for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) north of the 
zone. 

HrzboUab has stepped up its 


Police said Friday no one was 
hurt from the raids that de- 
molished two bridges in Hab- 
boush and Kfar Hatta, in an 
apparent bid to disrupt com- 
munications between Hizboflab’s 
terrain in the Iqhm A1 TufEah and 
the nei ghh omin g market town of 
Nabatiyeh. 

Iqlim AI Tuffah is 16 
kilometres southeast of the port 
dty of Sdon. It overlooks the 
“security zone” in the south. 


A statement by the demonstra- 
tors called on U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
to pressure Israel into halting its 
“barbaric attacks on the unarmed 
population of South Lebanon 
that is displacing the people.” 


Tbe jqts also targeted Hbbol- 
lah bases around the village of 
Ain Bonsoir, southeast erf Stdon, 
and the Rakhktiyeh Palestinian 
refugee camp on the outskirts of 
the southern port city of Tyre. 

A groupo of about 100 women 
staged a two-hour sit-in in front 
of the U.N. offices in Beirut 
Friday to protesting Israel's repe- 
ated attacks. 


As the thuds of artillery explo- 
sions echoed across the valleys of 
South Lebanon, 37 youths from 
the 17 sects that make up Leba- 
non's four-million population 
drove into the “security zone” in 
a “peace trip” to underscore uni- 
ty of the war-shattered nation. 

The youths, waving Lebanese 
flags and a placard that read: 
“One country for one people,” 
ran across the 200 metres Znm- 
maxaya crossing linking the Be- 
kaa Valley with the eastern sector 
of the “security zone.” 


SLA militiamen thoroughly 
searched the group’s bus before 
allowing it to join the youths who 
were chanting Lebanon’s national 
anthem and perfo rming foe dab- 
keh folk dance. 
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Libya denies Lockerbie charge 
urges international inquiry 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Libya for- 
mally denied any involvement in 
the Lockerbie plane bombing and 
railed on Friday for an interna- 
tional inquiry info the affair. 

The Libyan foreign ministry, in 
a statement carried by the official 
JANA news agency, said an in- 
ternational a rbitr ation panel or 
the International Court of Justice 
should rule on the destruction of 
Pan Am Flight 103 over Scotland 
in 1988. 

The Libyan statement was 
issued the day after Britain and 
the United States said they were 
brin g in g criminal charges agahKt 
two Libyan agents for the bomb- 
ing of the Pan- Am Jumbo jet 
which killed 270 people. 

Britain demanded that Libya 
band over the two men for pro- 
secution. The White House said it 
was considering a coordinated 
international response to alleged 
Libyan involvement and refined 
to rale out military retaliation. 

The Tripoli statement said: 
“The people’s Foreign liaison 
and International Cooperation 
Bureau (foreign ministry) cate- 
gorically denies any Libyan in- 
volvement in the mentioned inci- 
dent or any knowledge by the 
Libyan authorities of it.” 

It added: “We call on the 
United States and Britain to re- 
sort to the logic of law, wisdom 
and ration by referring the issue 
to neutral international arbitra- 
tion panels or the International 
Court of Justic.” 

The statement said. Libya re- 
served the right to defend itself 
before “just and neutral judicial 
authorities, the United Nations 
and the International Court.” 

“Libya repeats its condemna- 
tion of terrorism in all its forms,” 
it added. 

Referring to U.S. hints of milit- 
ary retaliation, the statement de- 
nounced the “language of 
threats” and said negotiation was 
the best way to settle the issue. 

“There has been no contact 
with Libya’s specialised judicial 
authorities for inquiring about 
the truth and checking these 
allegations,” it said. 

Libya’s U.N. mission said in a 
statement on Thursday the coun- 
try “unequivocally denies any 
and all association and know- 
ledge of the tragic Lockerbie inci- 
dent.” 

.It also said .Tripoli promised - 
to cooperate fatty with the inter -' 4 
national community “to seriously. . 
examine the root cause of tenura.. 
ism and put a permanent end tor" 
this ugly phenomenon which con- 


tinues to threaten the peace and 
stability of the world.” 

U.S. officials believe the 
bombing of Pan Am 103 was a 
retaliation for a 1986 Am erican 
air strike which bit Libyan targets 
in reprisal for alleged Libyan 
terrorism against Americans in 
Germany. 

The Lockerbie suspects were 
name d in Washington Thursday 
as Abdel Bassett Ali Al Mcgrahi, 
39, chief of the Libyan intelli- 
gence agency’s airline security 
section, and Lamen Khalifa Fhi- 
mah, 35, an intelligence agent 
who worked for Libyan Airlines 
in Malta. 

Bri tain has demanded that 
Libya band over the two accused. 
Neither Britain nor the United 
States has an extradition treaty 
with Libya. 

Libya’s ambassador to France, 
Saeed Mujber, ruled out the sur- 
render of the two agents, who are 
in Libya. “Nobody surrenders his 
own nationals and tins way sur- 
renders his sovereignty,” he told 
British television. 

Two tiny pieces of electronic 
cnvxut board, smaller than a hu- 
man fingernail , found d urin g an 
inch-by-inch search of a wide area 
in Scotland are key to criminal 
charges brought in the bombing 
of tan Am flight 103. 

One fragment was identified by 
Federal Bureau Investigation 
(FBI) and Scottish investigators 
as being part of a circuit board of 
a radio that contained the bomb. 
The other piece came from the 
tuning device two Libyan intelli- 
gence agents are charged with 
using to detonate the explosion 
that killed 270 people on Dec. 21, 
1988. 

After the Boeing 747 exploded 
(10,000 metres) above Lockerbie, 
Scottish police started what 
acting Attorney General William 
P. Barr called “the most exten- 
sive crime scene investigation 
ever carried out.” 

The painstaking search covered 
2,200 square kilometres. 

With debris scattered across 
the countryside, hundreds of 
Scottish police, military reservists 
and civilian volunteers “crawled 
on their hands and knees through 
the cold, wet earth and searched 
lakes and ponds and combed 
forests for does,” said U.S. attor- 
ney Jay B. Stephens. 

Nearly three years after the 
Christmas-season blast, investiga-* 
tors wove a circumstantial case 
against the Lybians. 

Indictments announced in 
Washington and Scotland allege a 


bomb plot involving high-level 
Libyan officials. The charges 
prompted suggestions that the 
Bush administra tion mi g ht retali- 
ate against Libya. 

“We don’t rale out any op- 
tions,” White House spokesman 
Marlin Fitzwater said. “We find it 
very hard to believe this could 
have been carried out without the 
active involvement of higher-ups 
within the government.” 

Later, at a state rfmwer at riv 
White House, Mr. Bush said, 
“we’re doing what we should do, 
talking to a lot of people... get- 
ting the facts.” 

In London, British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd said the 
allegations “involve the organs of 
state” and demanded that Libya 
produce the two men -for trial 
immediately. 

Investigators originally sus- 
pected the Syrian-backed Popular 
Rent for tiie Liberation of Pales- 
tine — General Command. But 
physical evidence led them in 
another direction. 

A green piece of circuit board, 
was found in a shirt pocket that 
had been in the suitcase that 
contained the bomb, Mr. Barr 
said. It was part of the bomb's 
tuning device, which was traced 
to a Swiss c omp a n y that had sold 
it to a high-level Libyan intelli- 
gence official.' 

Although Mr. Bush did not 
elaborate on what steps might be 
taken, spokesman Fitzwater 
would not rule out a possible 
military strike and said Mr. Bush 
would be talking to world leaders 
about an international response. 

“fit tiie coming days, the presi- 
dent will be consulting closely 
with (British) Prime Minister 
(John) Major and other world 
leaders to fashion together a 
cooperative international re- 
sponse to this latest terrorist 
atrocity by (Libyan leader Muam- 
mar) Qadhafi’s government,” 
Mr. Fitzwater said. 

State Department deputy 
spokesman Richard Boucher said 
the United States held the Libyan 
government responsible for 
what be called the murder of 270 
people. 

“This was a Libyan govern- 
ment operation from start to fin- 
ish,” he said. 

“The bombing of Pan Am 103 
was not a rogue operation. An 
o p e rati on of tim magnitude, in- 
volving people so dose to the 
Libyan leadership, could only 
have been undertaken -with the 
approval of senior LibyfiU offi- 
cials,” Mr. Boucher said. 


‘New evidence’ deepens 
Maxwell death riddle 


LONGOND (R) — A British 
newspaper Friday said it had 
obtained fresh evidence that 
deepened the mystery over the 
death of media Mogul Robert 
Maxwell. 

In a report from the Canary 
Islands, the Guardian said Span- 
ish doctors who carried out a 
post-mortem on the British pub- 
lisher found a minute perforation 
of the skin below one ear. 

Spanish authorities had only 
the word of the family that the 
body was Mr. Maxwell's and, 
contrary to the first announce- 
ment, the autopsy (fid not con- 
clude that Mr. Maxwell died of 
natural causes before falling into 
the sea from his yacht, the paper 
said. 

Mr. Maxwell, 68 , was found 
floating nude In waters off the 
island of Grand Canary on Nov. 5 
several hours after the crew of his 
yacht Lady Ghislaine reported 
him missing. 

An initial autopsy suggested 
Mr. Maxwell might have died 
from a heart attack but Spanish 
lawyer Julio Hernandez Clave rie, 
acting for Mr. Maxwell’s family, 
has said accidental death and 
murder are possibilities. 

Speculation over the cause of 


Mr. Maxwell’s death has 
mounted in recent days. Insurers 
could have to pay up to £20 
million ($35 million) if he (fid not 
(fie of natural causes. 

“It (the Spanish autopsy re- 
port) nowhere offers a likely 
cause of death,” the Guardian 
said. “The only possibility it rules 
out is straightforward drowning. 
There was not enough water in 
the lungs.” 

The corpse did not show the 
usual signs of lengthy exposure at 
sea, the Guardian said. 

Mir. Maxwell was given a hero’s 
burial on Jerusalem's Mount of 
Olives last Sunday with investiga- 
tions into bis death still under 
way by Spanish authorities and 
British insurers. 

The captain of his yacht, Gus 
Rankin, complained Thursday of 
“press bounding” and said the 
crew, told to stay in Tenerife 
pending farther inquiries, would 
make no statement until Spanish 
authorities gave their verdict on 
the tycoon’s death. 

Mr. Maxwell left corporate 
debts of more than £2 billion 
(S3.5 billion) and at the time of 
his death was enmeshed in allega- 
tions of links with Israel’s secret 
service. 


PLO hopes 
to reopen 
Washington 
office 


TUNIS (AP) — The Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
hopes it will be allowed to reopen 
its office in Washington If the 
next phase of the Middle East 
peace process takes place there, a 
spokesman said Fnday. 

The office was ordered dosed 
last year when U.S. officials brake 
off dialogue with the PLO, 
saying it had failed to punish 
Mohammad Abbas (Abul 
Abbas), then an Executive Com- 
mittee member, for mastermind- 
ing a raid cm an Israeli beach. 

The site for the next phase of 
the Arab-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions, which began in Madrid last 
month, has not yet been deter- 
mined because of differing views 
among the parties. 

The Washington area has been 
suggested as a compromise 
venue. PLO spokesman Ahmad 
Abdul Rahman said the PLO was 
hopeful that its offi c e in the U.S. 
capital eoukl reopen if the talks 
took place there. 


NODDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkish prisoners stage hunger strike 


ANKARA (R) — More than 200 Turkish political prisoners are on 
hunger strike to protest against to rture and jail conditions, a 
human rights official said Friday. “Our lawyers have ascertained 
that prisoners transferred to Esusehir prison have been beaten,” 
Mr. Akin Birdal, secretary general of Turkey's Human Rights 
Association told Reuters. Mr. Birdal said 205 political prisoners, 
who have joined the fast since early November, had been moved to 
tiie maximum security prison in western Turkey from various jails 
two weeks ago. A relative of one of the prisoners said most of the 
2 05 w ere involved- with the separatist Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK) and Turkey’s Dev-Sol (Revolutionary left) urban guerrilla 
group. “Our relatives were tortured and isolated from life in 
one-tnan-ceUs,” said Besra Yuce who is supporting her fasting 
prisoner husband by joining the strike in Ankara. She said the 
hunger strikers were determined to keep the test until their 
demands were accepted. The inmates refuse to remain in single 
cells and say they want to be returned to their previous prisons and 
an end to mistreatment and prison restrictions. One of 40 men and 
women fastin g at the Ankara "office of pro-Kurdish People’s 
Labour Party (HEP) said more than 200 relatives and supporters 
were fasting in other cities to back the Eskisc.hir inmates. A senior 
prison official, who declined to be named, said only 13 prisoners 
were on a hunger strike. He said prison officials had not beaten 
prisoners. 


Moroccan court Jails 30 students 


RABAT (R) — A Moroccan court has given 30 students jail 
sentences ranging from one to five years for their part in clashes 
with Muslim fundamentalists on a university campus. The official 
news agency MAP said Firday that 14 other students were 
acquitted on charges stemming from last month's fighting at the 
omversrty in Oujda, northeast Morocco. MAP said charges against 
the students indudnl assault and battery, wounding with knives 
and axes, and cawsmg an affray. One student was tilled and two 
were seriously injured during the clashes. 


Emir of Kuwait arrives in China 


PEKING (R) — The Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, arrived in Peking Friday for a two-day goodwill visit. The 
New China News Agency said the emir, here at the invitation of 
President Yang Shangkun, will hold talks with Premier Li Peng and 
Communist Party General Secretary Jiang Zemin Satmday. Mr. U 
visited Kuwait in July as part of a Middle East tour aimed partly at 
shoring up China’s relations with countries in the region following 
the Gulf war. China abstained from die crucial U.N. Security 
Council vote authorising use of force against Iraq's armies in 
Kuwait. Peking is bidding strongly for post-war construction 
contracts in the emirate. 


U.S. fighter radar cone comes adrift 


BAHRAIN (R) — The radar cone of a U.S. navy fighter broke 
loose over the Gulf and smashed into the cockpit, badly injuring 
the pilot, U.S. officials said Friday. Lieutenant-Commander Joe F. 
Edwards, unable to see out of his right eye and his right collar-bone 
broken, nursed his F-14 Tomcat bade to the aircraft carrier Dwight 
D. Eisenhower and landed safely after die incident at 8,400 metres. 
The U.S. Navy forces central co mmand said in a statement that the 
pilot was injured Wednesday when die radar cone came adrift from 
the aircraft’s nose. He lost communications with the carrier but 
.managed to make an instrument landing “despite the pain from his 
broken clavicle and the loss of vision from his right eye,” die 
statement said. He was recovering from eye surgery at Bahrain’s 
international hospital. 


Ben Bella says no pact with FIS 


RENNES, France (R) — Former Algerian President Ahmad Ben 
Bella has rated out an alliance with Muslim fundamentalists, 
despite their shared goal of defeating the party that has dominated 
Algerian politics since 1962. Mr. Ben Bella, who said he would ran 
in proposed presidential elections, told a French newspaper that 
the mam opposition Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) was intolerant 
and its leaders had no idea of the chief values of Islam. “As for the 
Islamics of the Islamic Salvation Front, I have never been tempted 
by an alliance,” Mr. Ben Bella said in an interview with the daily 
Ouest-France published Friday. He urged President Chadli Ben- 
jedid to rail a presidential poll soon after the first multi-party 
parliamentary elections set for Dec. 26, with a run-off on Jan. 16. 
"Whoever is the winner of the parliamentary election, we must 
move on quickly to a presidential election, and I am a candidate,” 
he said. TTie elections, scheduled for last June, were put off after 
FIS protests sparked bloody riots in June. The FIS has threatened 
to boycott the poll. Mr. Benjedid has promised a presidential 
election as soon as conditions permit. He has for three years been 
steering Algeria away from the socialist system in which the 
National Liberation Front (FLN) had monopolised political life 
since independence in 1962. Mr. Ben Bella, Algeria’s first 
president who was deposed by a coup in 1965, railed the FLN an 
“empty shell.” He had said shortly before returning last year from 
10 years in exile that be would not run for president. But he 
changed his mind, announcing earlier this year that he would stand. 


EC tells Iraq to honour Kurdish pact 


BRUSSELS (R) — The European Community (EC) urged Iraq on 
Friday to honour its pledge to end an economic blockade of 
Kurdistan in return for Kurdish rebels’ withdrawal from cities in 
the north of the country. The deal, announced by Kurdish leaders 
earlier this week, is aimed at ending Baghdad's three-week-old 
blockade of Kurdistan, which has caused severe shortages of petrol 
and sharp food price increases. “(EC states) expect the Iraqi 
authorities to respect their undertakings and demand an end to 
Iraqi attempts to disrupt economic life in the north,” the 12 EC 
countries said in a joint statement. They also said Iraq must cease 
its attacks cm Shiite Muslims in the south after a failed rebellion. 
The statement blamed the government for growing food shortages 
in Iraq and said the population would be better off if Baghdad 
bowed to United Nations Security Council resolutions passed after 
the Gulf war. Iraq blames the plight of its citizens on the U.N. 
resolutions, which aim to control Baghdad’s income from oil. 


Israel wants to try Ashrawi 



(CMtecd from page 1) 


presenting the Palestinian case. 

Asked about the Israeli accusa- 
tions Dr. Ashrawi said: “I (fid not 
commit any offence. I refuse to 
answer any more questions on 
Chat issue.” 

A senior source said Dr. 
Asbrawi’s prominent role in the 
peace process would be consi- 
dered when the government 
makes its decision. “We are cer- 
tain aD these dungs wifi be taken 
into conaderation,” the source 


are not members of the Palesti- 
nian delegation, but are viewed 
as the key people behind the 
scenes. Many Israelis consider 
them to be the delegation's con- 
tact with the FLO. 

Dr. Ashrawi is a professor at 
Bir Zeit University near Ramal- 
lah. A native of Jerusalem, a 
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Justice Ministry spokeswoman 
Etty Eshed would ony confirm 
that the attorney general received 
the police file on Dr. Ashrawi, 
but refused to say what police 
recommended. 

Prime Minister Shamir’s aid 
Yossi Ahimezr said the next move 
was up to the attorney general. 
When asked about the possible 
political consequence, he said: 
“The law has to be preserved at 
any time.” 

Dr. Ashrawi told the AP the 
step was “petty and vindictive, 
nothing but harassment.” 

“It shows how desperate the 
Israelis are in trying to obstruct 
the peace process,” she said in a 
telephone interview from her 
home in the West Bank town of 
Ramafiah. “But Palestinian voice 
will not be silenced.” • 

Dr. Ashrawi said Mr. Shamir 
was “clutching at straws” to 
undermine peace. “I knew peace 
had many enemies but when a 
state resorts to this... it shows 
there is no level to which they 
would not sink.” 

Dr. Ashrawi and Mr. Husseini 


Palestinian leaders and liberal 
Israelis condemned the police 
move as harmful to the peace 
process. 

‘It is a campaign of terror 
against the negotiators,” said 
Gfaassan Khatib, a Palestinian 
dele gate 

Haider Abdul Shafi, the head 
of the Palestinian team, called on 
tire United States and the Soviet 
Union to block any legal steps 
against Dr. Ashrawi. He said the 
negotiators have been promised 

immuni ty. 

But Mr. Shamir denied such 
notions. “They will not have im- 
munity before the law, but we 
will also not browbeat them,” he 
noted in the Haaretz interview. 

Eliyakim Haetzni, a hardline 
legislator who filed the complaint 
against Dr. Ashrawi and Mr. 
Husseini, praised the move. 

“I feel very good,” be said, but 
added that he did not think Dr. 
Ashrawi would be prosecuted. 
“This will be lrified for political 
reasons," he said. 

Dr. Ashrawi and Mr. Husseini 
have repeatedly said they are 
guided by the PLO, but have 
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not give back the Golan .^3 

which Israel took from -Syria 
the 1967 war and annexed £ ir£li " 
1981. ? 

Asked how he could reach 
agreement with Syria addle rZ 
jeering Syria's key demand, f 
said: “Simple. We sign a pea 
treaty.” 

Mr. Shamir said he en 
agreements to reduce 
tension along the frontier, such 
letting the other ride know 
advance about military 

Mr. Shamir also 
convinced bis policies 
ported by a large majority in , 
Likud Bloc and among 
Israelis. 
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indicated that the right-wiu*® ; 
Likud Bloc would grin at „ 
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Thirty-seven per cent of d dsfd ^ ^ 
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last general election in ^ , 
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Jordan, Syria pursue closer coordination 

(Contiaoed from page 1) 


.j*UDce. 


said last week in Syria that the 
PLO and Syria had agreed that 
the third stage of the Middle East 
peace conference should not start 
until bilateral negotiations make 
substantial progress on Israeli 
withdrawal from tiie occupied 
territories. 

Jordan has said it will attend 
the multilateral talks, scheduled 
from mid-December, to try to 
resolve crucial issues such as wa- 
ter but it said it will not sign any 
final agreements with Israel with- 
out tangible progress on the 
Palestinian problem. Members of 
the Palestinian negotiating team 
have said their position is not 
imrinrilar to Jordan’s even though 
they have reservations about dis- 
cussing the issue of “refugees” in 
the multilateral talks. 

In his interview, Mr. Kabariti 
underlined the importance of 
inter-Arab coordination, saying 
that “Jordan believes that politic- 
al action should not remain res- 
tricted to dealing exclusively with 
the American factor.” 

He explained that the Arab 
side “must coordinate towards 
building a negotiating position 
that is based on basic principles 
agreed upon by all Arab parties 
rather than leave it to others to 
set the course. An agreement on 
basic issues is better than not 
reaching an agreement on any- 
thing.” 

He also stressed that Jordan 
“feels that we must not concen- 
trate on the form (in the context 
of the peace process) at the ex- 
pense of substance.” 

His statement appeared to re- 
flect a veiled criticism voiced by 
Jordanian officials of what was 
perceived in Madrid as a Syrian 
focus on procedural issues rather 
than substance. 

Mr. Abu Jaber had earlier de- 
plored a decision adopted by the 
Israeli Knesset last week con- 
sidering the Syrian Golan Heights 
as “non-negotiable” Israeli terri- 
tory. 

The minister described the re- 
solution as “part of (Israeli) pro- 
vocations that constitute a contra- 
didtion with American guaran- 
tees and commitments by the 
co-sponsors, in addition to U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 and the p rincip le of 
exchanging land for peace. 

“It seems there is an intention 


by some parties in Israel to blow 
up the entire peace process 
through such actions such as a 
daily bombardment of Sooth 
Lebanon, the building of a new 
settlement in the Golan and the 
Knesset resolution.” 

Syria has sent protest letters to 
the United States and Soviet Un- 
ion about the Israeli parliament 
vote to uphold continued occupa- 
tion of the Golan Heights. 

Officials said Friday Foreign 
Minister Sharaa handed over the 
letters to the U.S. and Soviet 
ambassadors in Damascus. 

Washington and Moscow are 
co-sponsors of Middle East peace 
talks which opened in Madrid last 
month. 

Israel’s parliament passed a 
draft resolution Monday placing' 
the Golan Heights off-limits in 
the negotiations. 

The letters, handed oveart 
Thursday night, said the Israeli 
decision contradicted assurances 
given by the United States and 
the Soviet Union that U.N. Re- 
solution 242 calling for the* Jewish 
state’s withdrawal from occupied 
lands “applied to all fronts.” 

The letters said: “The Israeli 
Knesset decision is an attempt to 
undermine the peace process and 
constitutes a flagrant violation of 
U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338 on 
which the Madrid peace confer- 
ence was held.” 

Officials said Mr. Sharaa deli- 
ver similar messages to foreign 
minis ters of tiie European Com- 
munity during a separate meeting 
on Thursday with EC ambassa- 
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Jordan underlines refugee problefrh^” 


( C o ntinue d from page 1) 


meat Resolution 194. 


th 


Mr. Salah urged the interna- 
tional community to intensify its 
efforts to achieve a settlement of 
the Middle East problem and said 
tiie time is op p o rt u ne to resolve 
the Patestinian-faraeH problem. 

“The international community 
can help in this regard by increas- 
ing support to UNRWA and by 
prerssuring Israel to implement 
U.N. resolntions, particularly 
Resolution 194 which affirms tiie 
refugees' right to return or to be 
reimbursed and commits Israel to 
do so,” be said. 

He said Israel created the 
Palestinian refugees' problem in 
1948 and aggravated it since then 
as a result of its refusal to imple- 


The envoy said the UNRWAS^ 00 in en 


services to the refugees are ft?? .^palniitic 

‘ ‘ ' nstiti^® tanked tfci 


tremcly important and constitcj p 
a bask element m.their Ures a* « 4e F, 
urged the agency to retain 
assistance to them, 
should continue extending rid 
the Palestinians until the 
is seetded permanently,” be 
“The peace efforts do 
tradict with UNRWA’s work* 
all, but even require the expc* 
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sion of the range of assistances 
be added. ; 

The current peace efforts, 
said, are based on the prinopjj^^heei 
of international legitimacy 2 loo 

seated in the related U.N.rwuCT. in cqod 
tions, particularly resolutions k 0 f s 
and 338. : .t^nai ^ 
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j|King congratulates 
^ Syrian, Palestinian people 


on anniversaries 


■' AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
. Sing Hussein Friday seat a cable 
'Syrian President Hafez A! 
Assad, congrapilating lam on the 
anniversary of the corrective 
movement, which brought Presi- 
dent. Assad to power. 

; The King wished President 
Assad continued good health and 
happiness and the Syrian people 

- farther progress and prosperity. 

On Thursday, King Hussein 

- gent a cable to Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat congratulate 

r mg Mm on tiie third anniversary 
of tire declaration of the indepen- 
■ dent Palestinian state. King Hus- 
sein said the Pakstinum people 


and all peace-loving nations 
and those who stand by the right 
and justice mark this occasion 
amidst international support for 
ti** legitim ate Palestinian rights 
and international legitimacy, as 
reflected by the Unfed Nations 
resolutions on the Palestine ques- 
tion. 

King Hussein added that the 
document of independence would 
not have seen life and die great 
support the Palestinian bhim had 
canvassed would not have been 
made possible bad it not been for 
the sacrifices of the Palestinian 
people over the ages. 


ESCWA officer leaves for 
banking conference 


s at. . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The executive 
secretary of the Economic and 
Sod^ Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA), will leave Am- 
man for Rome today to take part 
in a banking conference. 

Dr. Tayseer Abdul Jaber win 
participate in the Annual Bank- 
ing Conference by the Union of 
Arab Banks, which will take 
place from Monday to 
Wednesday. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber will submit a 
paper on a project to establish an 
“Arab Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development.” 

The conference, which will be 
held under the motto “Arab 
Banks — Present and Future 
Challenges” gains its im po r tance 
from the fact that it takes place in 
the aftermath of the serious 
events which took place in the 
Arab World, at a time when 
every bank official is faced with a 


tag question on the characteristics 
of the forthcoming phase and on 
tire means and ways to cope with 
its results and overcome its reper- 
cussions, according to an 
ESCWA statement. 

Hie conference will also be 
attended by a group of disting- 
uished Arab decision-makers in 
die field of banks and finance 
who wiD prepare specific working 
papers intended to cast tight on 
the subjects dealt with by the 
conference, the statement said. 

The governor of the Central 
Bank of Italy, Carlo Sempi, will 
inaugurate tire conference with 
an opening statement. 

ESCWA attaches particular 
importance to this conference, 
whose decisions wiD further sup- 
port banking and financial coop- 
eration among the countries of 
Western Asia. 
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Agriculture minister outlines 
region’s problems, to 
FAO meeting in Rome 

ROME (Petra) — Agriculture 
Minister Subbi A1 Qasem said 
Friday tire Middle East is suffer- 
ing from an increasing food gap 
as a result of the area’s inability 
to produce food quan t i t i es prop- 
ortionate to population growth. 

la Jordan's address to the Food- 
and Agriculture Organisation 
'(FAO) general c onfe rence cur- 
renly convened in Rome, Df. ; 

Qasem said the FAO's medium 
range plan has defined all the 
problems facing tire agricultural 
sector and the challenges facing 
it, which tire near east countries 
cannot overcome without serious 
cooperation with the internation- 
al co m mu n ity. 

Hie minister voiced Jordan's 
appreciation to tire organisation 
for providing technical assistance 
for two agricultural projects in. 
tire Kingdo m. 

He stressed tire need to inten- 
sify pr ogr am mes which could en- 
hance scientific relations and 
joint ventures between umverei- 
ties and governmental institu- 
tions. He lauded the FAO’s 
efforts in this field and expressed 
hope that the organi sa tion's re- 
gional office wiD help tire coun- 
tries of tire region in enhancing 
their technical capabilities. 

Dr. Qasem thanked the direc- 
tor general of tire FAO for izn- 



Subtai A1 Qasem 

plementmg the organisation’s re- 
solution calling for extending 
technical aid to the Palestinian 
people and seconding a delega- 
tion to the Israeli-occupied Arab 
territories to study and assess tire 
agricultural situation in tire terri- 
tories. 

He said Jordan hoped that re- 
commendations issued by asemi-- 
nar organised by the organisation 
recently cm tire Palestinian agri- 
cultural sector be implemented in 
order to help the Palesti ni an peo- 
ple who are suffering because of 
tire Israeli occupation of their 


lands. 


Safari promoting Jordanian 
tourism sites ends 


MAAN (Petra ) — A weekkmg 
car race which started from 
Amman ended in Aqaba 
Thursday. 

“Rata Los Nabateos *91 ” a 
safari on four-wheel drives, 
was organised by a local tour- 
ism company in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Tourism 
and the national air carrier, 
Royal Jordanian (RJ). 

One Jo rdanian team and 26 
S panish teams took part in the' 
race, which was held as part of 
the Kingdom’s ongoing 
celebrations of His Majesty 
King Hussein's birthday. It was 
fihnfMl and telecast to viewers 
in Spain by crews from Spanish 
television who accompanied 


tire participants in all the stages 
of the race: 

The route of the safari, orga- 
nised by the mhnstiy in its bid 
to pr o mote Jordan’s touristic 
and archaeological sites 
abroad, took the participants 
from Amman to Aqaba via dS 
A1 Azraq, the Dead Sea, 
Karak, Petra, Mudawwara and 
Wadi Ram. 

Members of tire team, which 
particip a ted in the race, said in 
earlier statements to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, that 
they were deeply impressed 
with Jordan’s archaeological 

treasures, its hospitable people 
and the wonderful weather. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

The mowing listings are compiled 

the dally Arabic press. Readers are a dvised to verify the bated 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

* Exhibition artHfcd “Graphic Arte of 

- Federal Republic of Germany) ** 6* Abrau Hanreeo sueraan 
fambtopAry (open Beam I® *-«*- to 5 (»■•) ^ 

* R MhUkm entitled “The Arab TradKoml 

items of oar Heritage’' by Han* Sadeq Burden at Batadua 
GaBery, Gardens Street. 

* Writihlrtiw of traditional embroidery and bandB«®fe Stems at 
fee Marriott Hotel. 

* Exhfljttfem of paintings depicts®* 

jorSmtoartW Kama! Shahawl Yassin at fee 

* H o mfag Bank GaBery. __ 

☆ Art TWhfrinn by ftrakhn Snbbl at Al Orthodox! Out. 



Students perform Thursday at Hussein Youth 
City’s Palace of CnKnrt fa cormneraoraliOB of His 


Majesty King 
photo) 


Hussein’s S6th 


Flags, posters, celebrations 
mark King’s 56 th birthday 


AMMAN (Petia) — Jordan 
Thursday celebrated His Majesty 
King Hussein’s 56th birthday, 
with festivals throughout the 
country. 

City streets and entrances were 
bedecked with the Jordanian 
flags, posters, congratulatory 
notices and pictures of the King. 
All ministries, government de- 
partments and public institutions 
observed a holiday Thursday to 
mark tire occasion. 

The major celebration was held 
at Hussein Youth City’s Palace of 
Culture, under the patronage of 
His Majesty King Hussein, who 
deputised the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Trans- 
port and Communications Ah 
Snheimat to attend the celebra- 
tion. 

The celebration included 
national and folkioric songs, 
poems, debkas and drawings de- 
picting the achievements under 
the King’s rale. The celebration 
was attended by a number of 
cabinet ministers, senior govern- 
ment officials and members of the 
diplomatic corps in Jordan. 

Officials also organised five 
marches with some 5,000 scouts 
participating. The scouts carried 
banners and congratulatory, 
notices to King Hussein. The. 
marches assembled at the Roman 
Theatre where they were addres- 
sed by Minister of Education Eid 
Dahfyat. 

Taking part in tire marches 
were scouts from schools in Am- 
man, Balqa and Zarqa education 
departments. 

Students from all government 
and private schools were asked to 
prepare congratulatory. cards on 
the occasion and 2,300 cards were 
selected. A special celebration 
was held Thursday evening to 
select the best three cards, winch 
wfll be winning tire competition 
prize. 

The University of Jordan 
Saturday holds an exhibition at 
the Student’s Activities Complex 
to mark the occasion. The exhibi- 
tion wiD be opened by university 
President Fawzi Gharaibcb, who 
wfll also attend a concert by the 
Armed Forces Musical Troupe on 
Sunday. The exhibition and the 
concert are parts of the three-day 
celebrations at the university. 


King praises Jordanian youth 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Friday 
expressed pride in and appre- 
ciation of the youth’s achieve- 
ments in the various sports 
Gelds. 

In a telephone interview 
with Jordan Television’s sports 
programme conducted on the 
occasion of the King’s birth- 
day, King Hussein said the 
youth are lL the nation's hope in 
the present and the future.” 
He wished them further 
achievements m the various 
sports fields. 

“We appreciate dearly what 


they have acbeived in many 
fields so far in spite of tire 
scarcity of resources and the 
difficult situations," King Hus- 
sein said. “Jordan had crossed 
a long distance and we pride 
ourselves in its reputation, 
which is now known all over 
the world. We are confident 
that we trill overcome all 
obstacles and challenges.” 

“AD my life I have tried to 
encourage our youth and I 
have tried to be with them. 
They are always in my heart 
and mind.” 


In Aqaba, King Hussein 
attended a major celebration held 
by the coastal guard and inaugu- 
rated a number of the most adv- 
anced boats, which recently 
joined the corps fleet. 

The King also went aboard one 
of the boats on a short voyage. 
The commander of the corp then 
presented tire King with a token 
gift on his birthday. The King and 
tire audience watched the exhibi- 
tion of marine equipment, which 
was held especially to mark tire 
occasion. 

Also attending tire celebration 
were Their Royal Highnesses 
Princes Faisal, Abdullah, Ham- 
zeh and Hashem, sons of tire 
King, Prime Minister Taher Mas- 
ri, the King’s military secretary 
Prince Talal Ibn Mohammad, the 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Field Marshal Fathi Abu Taleb, 
his assistants and a number of 
senior military and civil officials. 

In Karak, Planning Minister 
Ziad Fariz stood in for King 
Hussein in opening the first 
Jordanian Industrial Exhibition 
in the southern governorates, 
held at Mutah University to mark 
tire occasion. 

On the occasion. King Hussein 
received congratulatory cables 
from a number of Arab and world 
leaders in which they wished the 
King continued good health and 
happiness and the Jordanian peo- 
ple further progress and prosper- 
ity. 

The cables were sent by King 
Hassan n of Morocco, Sultan 


Qaboos Ibn Said of Oman, Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak, 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, 
Palestinian President Yasser Ara- 
fat, Speaker of the Palestinian 
National Council Sheikh Abdul 
Hamid Al Sayeh. 

The King also received congra- 
tulatory cables from U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush, Queen Eli- 
zabeth of Britain, Soviet Leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, Saltan Has- 
Kanal Bikjiah of Brunei Dar Es 
Saiam, Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino, President of 
Czechoslovakia Vaclav Havel 
and President of tire Peoples 
Democratic Republic of Korea 
Kim Q Sung. 

Here at home senior govern- 
ment officials congratulated tire 
King and recalled frith pride His 
Majesty’s principled stands to- 
wards all Arab issues and his 
strenuous efforts to safeguard the 
rights of tire Arab nation and its 
unity. 

They also commended Jordan’s 
achievements in all fields. 

« In their cables to the King, they 
wished him continued good 
health and happiness. The cables 
were sent by Prone Minister Tah- 
er Masri, tire acting speaker of 
fee upper house of Parliament 
and the speaker of the Lower 
House, the Amman mayor tire 
chief Islamic justice, tire Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff, directors of 
the Public Security, Qvil Defence 
and the General Intelligence De- 
partments and heads of profes- 
sional associations and muons. 


Companies encouraged to “adopt” a/village 


By Maba Addasi 
Special to tire Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — On the occasion 
of His Majesty King Hussein's 
birthday, the Philadelphia 
Hotel Friday took the first 
steps in initiating a programme 
to “adopt” the impoverished 
Zmefleh village. 

Although the village lies 
only 70 km south of Amman, 
Zmefleh does not have any 
electricity and its population of 
800 survives on a scarce 
amount of water and the small 
amounts of food they can 
afford, sources said. 

“Children privileged enough 
to pay the JD 3 annual school 
fee sit in classes during winter 
and just shiver,” Mohammad 
Kassab, said the headmaster of 
the boys’ secondary school in 
Zmefleh. “There are no heat- 
ing systems in the classrooms 
and fee entire school shares a 
single beater fueled with coal." 

To the observant eye, stu- 
dents ranging in age from 6 to 
14 years of age appear to be 
the same heigh 1 and weight. “I 
have tea for breakfast,” an 8 
year old boy said, which, 
according to Mr. Kassab, is the 
normal breakfast for tire chil- 
dren in Zmefleh. 

The programme which was 
launched Friday started with 
the distribution of lunch bores, 
sweaters, and school supplies 
to each student in tire Zmefleh 
area, the general manager of 
the Philadelphia Hotel said fee 
support of the village will con- 


tinue. 

“Every Saturday from now 
on we will provide children in 
tire Zmefleh schools wife a 
nourishing meal,” said Faisal 
Abu Nuwar, the general mana- 
ger of tire Philadelphia Hotel. 
“And we want to encourage 
other companies to adopt 
other impoverished villages, of 
which there are many in the 
Kingdom.” 

Mr. Abu Nuwar said that 
Jordan has always helped 
countries in need, but that it 
must also turn its attention to 
the needy people in Jordan. 

“There is a list at the Gener- 
al Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) of villages 
that are most needy of help at 
this time. If every bank and 
every company gets the name 
of such villages and takes care 
of them, by providing their 
necessities if only during the 
many special occasions, then 
we can draw attention and help 
those who are most in need of 
help,” Mr. Abu Nuwar said. 
“We must work on efinrinatmg 
.poverty in Jordan and this is a 
good way to start.” 

“We hope that other com- 
panies would pick up on this 
idea,” a senior sales executive 
at tire Philadelphia Hotel said. 
“We want other companies to 
adopt d ifferen t villages and not 
specify one village and all 
shower that one village only,” 
Nadir Amre said. “We want 
even distribution of aid.” 
“For example, the Zmefleh 
village needs beaters and prop- 


er playground area and the 
Philadelphia Hotel wfll con- 
tinue to fin d out this village’s 
needs and will help to provide 
them,” Mr. Amre added. 

The children in Zmefleh 
need many things, indndmg 
medical services, that are 
taken for granted elsewhere,, 
Mr. Kassab said. “There is a 
general practitioner who visits 
for a few hours three times 
every week. When an 
emergency case comes up, it 
takes a while to transport the 
person to the Jizeh area, about 
22 km away. Transport is very 
difficult also, so medical help is 
delayed,” he said. 

Mr. Kassab indicated tire ex- 
treme need for transportation. 
“Look there” he said, as he 
pointed towards the distance. 
“You can see the horizon but 
you cannot see any bouses 
from here. No look at the 
children walking towards the 
horizon. Their homes are that 
far away. These children walk 
to school everyday under sun- 
light or freezing conditions. 
When they get to school all 
they care about is to attempt to 
get comfortable,” he said. 

Mr. Abu Nuwar said that 
there are two ways for people 
to improve. “Piety and educa- 
tion make for an improved 
socity,” be told staff members 
at the Zmefleh schools Friday. 
“Through these two .means, 
people can improve from 
poverty to a better standard of 
living.” 


Minister, Industrialists 
agree to form committee 


to 


concerns 


AMMAN (Petra) — Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh has said 
that the government is concerned 
about developing tire industrial 
sector in Jordan and is keen to 
find new markets for Jordanian 
products wife tire ultimate goal of 
serving tire national economy. 

Mr. Jardaneh, who was speak- 
ing at a meeting with chairman 
and members of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry (Ad) and 
representatives of fee industrial 
sector in Jordan, said the con- 
sumption tax which, the govern- 
ment has recently imposed is not 
aimed at increasing tire govern- 
ment’s revenues. 

Rather, the tax was imposed to 
organise and protect the econo- 
mic policies which have been 
formulated by the Planning 
Ministry and leading specialised 
international institutions as part 
of the economic reform plan 
drawn up in 1989. 

The consumption tax has 
drawn angry p r o t e st s from tire 
industrial sector in Jordan. Rep- 
resentatives of this sector have 
appealed to the prime minister 
and tire government to intervene 
to rectify the situation and avert 
any negative consequences that 
migh t result from in t ro du cing tins 
new tax. 

Mr. Jardaneh defended the im- 
position of fee tax, saying that 
building a sound economy re- 
quires a reduction in consump- 
tion, redaction of tire budget 
deficit and a reduction of tire 
shortfall in the balance of pay- 
ments. 



Basel Jardaneh 

He noted that fee government 
is keen on protecting local indus- 
tries and added that-it imposed a 
tax of 50 per cent on imports and 
reduced fee tax on some im- 
ported items from 60 per cent to 
SO per cent. He expressed confi- 
dence that Jordanian industry is 
capable of overcoming any prob- 
lems faring its progress and de- 
velopment, adding that it will 
continue to safeguard the interest 
of Jordan. 

Mr. Jardaneh said the Finance 
Ministry has a role in easing the 
burdens on Jor danian industries 
and helping solve any problems 
feeing this sector. 

He also welcomed tire idea 
proposed by fee Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry to set up a com- 
mittee to study all issues related 


to the application of the customs 
law »nd another committee to 
study the negative consequences 
and problems created as a result 
of the imposition of the consump- 
tion tax. 

ACI diahman BThaldntm Abu 
Hassan stressed tire importance 
of cooperation between the pub- 
lic and private sectors, saying that 
such cooperation will serve the 
country’s interests.. 

He outimed the negative con- 
sequences and problems which 
might arise from fee application 
of fee consumption tax. He also 
said feat the industrial sector has 
been suffering from the customs 
law, which has never been 
changed, dual taxation at certain 
times. 

Mr. Abu Hassan proposed the 
formation of a joint committee 
grouping representatives of the 
ministries of finance, industry, 
trade and supply and fee Amman 
Chamber of Industry to discuss 
the problems obstructing the 
progress of the industrial sector.; 

The meeting came up wife a 
joint communique winch said that 
industrial sector representatives 
and the Finance Ministry officials 
had agreed to fee formation of a 
joint working group which wfll be 
entrusted wife studying fee in- 
dustrial sector’s complaints. The 
group wfll concentrate on tire 
customs and other duties and 
taxes, including the consumption 
tax, on industry inputs, avoiding 
dual taxation, organisation of 
customs control on items now 
subject to consumption tax. 


1,000 people take part in march 
to raise funds for cancer centres 


By Sereoe Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Around 1,000 
people took part in the Charity 
Walk Friday organised by the 
Jordan Cancer Society (JCS) 
as part of a campaign for the 
“Prevent i on and Early Detec- 
tion of Cancer.” JCS officials 
hoped to raise funds to help 
baud centres far the preven- 
..$on .and early detection of 
cancer, which they said wfll 
cost around JD 1 million, in 
addition to treatment costs. 

Marchers gathered at tire 
parking lot of the Regency 
Hotel at 9 a,m. and completed 
a walk of about 18 kilometres. 

“We expected a greater 
number of people, but all in all 
the turnout was not bad,” said 
Dr. Mohammad Saeed Al 
Khatib, president of JCS. 

Earlier, tire society had laun- 
ched an appeal to tire public at 
large to participate in fee 
inarch and bdp raise funds to 


finance the much needed cen- 
tres. 

“We will not be able to 
know the amount of money we 
collected, but I assume we wfll 
know by Monday,” Dr. Khatib 
fold tire Jordan Times. 

According to an earlier 
statement issued by the JCS, 
tire soriety is planning an ambi- 
tious project for early detec- 
tion and prevention of cancer 
which wfll include fixed and 
mobile units that will be re- 
sponsible in extending help to 
the public. Locations sug- 
gested in bufldmg the fixed 
cancer detection centres are in 
Irbid, Zarqa, Karak and 

Amman . 

The early detection cam- 
paign will have a dear impact 
on the health of the patients, 
since early detection of fee 
killer disease can dramatically 
im prove the cure rate in most 
cases, according to the state- 
ment. 

Because of tire lack of a 


cancer registry system in the 
Kingdom, fee JCS also hopes 
to establish a register of cancer 
cases in cooperation with tire 
Health Ministry and other con- 
cerned institutions to provide 
accurate information about the 
cancer situation in tbe 
Kingdom. 

Most common cancers in 
Jordan, based on a study of 
2,034 new cases seen at Jofdan 
University Hospital in fee 
1987-1989 period, are lympho- 
ma, gastrointestinal tract, geni- 
tourinary tract (mainly blad- 
der) acute leukemia, respira- 
tory tract and hmg or breast for 
women, fee statement pointed 
out 

The JCS charity march was 
organised on the occasion of 
the birthday of His Majesty 
King Hussein, fee honorary 
president of tire society. Estab- 
lished in 1964, the soriety hosts 
around 200 members con- 
cerned wife combating the kil- 
ler disease. 


Local ADC office continuing efforts 
against Israeli loan guarantee request 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim 

Special to fee Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With fee current 
Middle East peace process 
temporarily on hold and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
in Washington, tire issue of 
U.S. loan guarantees to Israel 
is again attracting attention. 

But while fee issue is just 
now re-emerging in tire pub- 
lic’s condousness, the efforts 
of tbe local branch of the 
American Arab Anti-Discri- 
mination Committee (ADC) 
have gone unabated. The im- 
portance of tbe loan guaran- 
tees, and their impact on fee 
peace process, is increasing as 
Syria and Israel square off dai- 
ly on the issue of the Golan 
Heights and ongoing settle- 
ment activity on the strategic 
plateau. 

“I think, of course, it is 
i mpor tant,” said Aida Dabbas, 
director of the ADC Amman 
office. “AD Arab countries 
these guarantees.” 

is beading the 
efforts of tire Amman office to 
rally Ame ri can public opinion 
in opposition to the S10 billion 
loan guarantee request. 

Loral ADC efforts range 
from encouraging Jordanians 
and Palestinians to write to 


President George Bush, U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and U.S. ambassador to tbe 
United Nations Thomas Pick- 
ering to urging Americans to 
write to their senators and con- 
gressmen. In addition, the 
ADC will mail letters free of 
charge or fax letters at cost. 

The organisation has also 
provided interested people and 
companies with form letters, 
addresses and fax number to 
make their voices heard. 

“We’ve faxed almost every 
company with a fax memo 
urging them to write letters of 
opposition,” she said. 

Posters around Amman in- 
clude information on how to 
lobby Congress mid tbe Bush 
administration against the 
guarantees. 

“WeVe put posters around 
town which had little address 
slips that can be taken out for 
easy use to send letters ” Ms. 
Dabbas said. 

While it Is hard to gauge the 
response, Ms. Dabbas said she 
and other local ADC officials 
are encouraged. 

“I think people are in- 
terested in doing something,” 
Ms. Dabbas said “If they feel 
they can do something, they 
wfll do it. “I thmk its a very 
good, positive response,” she 


added. “And it’s still going on. 
We still have our posters 
around town.” 

The campaign, while vigor- 
ous, has been limited, she raid. 
“We have a very enegetic, 
small staff,” Ms. Dabbas said. 
“Everything that is done is 
done by a small group of peo- 
ple that are very d e dica t ed to 
what they’re doing.” 

The response by one gentle- 
man, a local veterinarian, has 
encouraged the ADC staff. 
“He heard of our campaign 
and he had a bri e fcas e with 
3,000 letters,” Ms. Dabbas 
said. 

• • 

Other than calling American 
citizens and urging them to 
write their rpresentatives, Ms. 
Dabbas acknowledges that the 
most letters from Jordanians 
and Palestinians to congress- 
men win do is provide “in- 
direct” pressure. 

“If they get 10,000 letters 
from Jordan, it means a lot of 
Jordanians are unhappy about 
U.S. policy,” she said. 

The local ADC office, she 
said, will continue to help in- 
terested persons to send letters 
of opposition to the loan 
guarantees. The U.S. Congress 
is expected to vote on tbe 
matter in February. 


Newly-elected committee of Mafraq’s 
AYF chapter holds first meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — The newly- 
elected admi n is t ra tive m mi m rt m 
of the Mafraq chapter of the 
Arab Youth Forum (AYF) held a 
meeting at its premises. 

Tire meeting was attended by a 
representative of the forum’s 
president, Abdullah Kanaan, the 
Mafraq governor, department 
directors in the Mafraq govenocate 


and mem bers of fee Women’s 
Federation. 

Addressing the gathering, Mr. 
Kanaan conveyed to the newly- 
elected co mmitte e fee congra- 
tulations of the AYF president. 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, and reviewed 
some cfaaracterfrtics of the AYFs 
work. 


He noted that tbe forum is not 
a political party and that its phi- 
losophy and strategy call for the 
respect of all opinions ami for 

expanding c on st r u c t i ve dialogue. 

Mr. Kaiman urged tire youth to 
translate their belonging to the 
nation and their loyalty to the 
noble meanings which the Hashe- 
mite Leadership represents. 





4 Opinion fr Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1991 



Jordan Times 

An aHkpcndcai Arab priinul ibili pahlohctl m EngWi hy ibe Junta Piw FowUmi 
EjjjMuhcd 1V7S 

i-ijVI «.«1 p» ' »!' Jj-l O r . ■■ «- * ■ — V** ^ lAtf* 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL RAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-hn-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays . 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Shamir sings own tune 

IN 1929, Vladimir Jabotinsky, a prominent leader of the 
Zionist movement, told the 16th Zionist congress that “Pales- 
tine is a territory whose chief geographical feature is this: That 
the River Jordan does not delineate its frontier but flows 
through its centre.” 

Jabotinsky’s student, Menacbem Begin, die former Israeli 
prime minister and mentor of the incumbent prime minister, 
- Yitzhak Shamir, decreed similar ideas in his book. The Revolt: 
Story of the Irgnn. 

“The partition of the homeland is illegal. It will never be 
recognised,” Begin said. “The signature by institutions and 
individuals of the partition agreement is invalid. It will not bind 
the Jewish people. Jerusalem was and will for ever be our 
capital. Eretz Israel will be restored to the people of Israel. AD 
of it And for ever.” 

Shamir is visiting Washington with the legacy of both 
Jabotinsky and Begfai on his shoulders and deep' in Ms heart At 
his age, 76, be cannot forego the dream that he and his 
cofleagne Begin fought for when they headed Jewish terror 
groups in the 1930 and the 1940s. 

But Shamir probably wfll not be talking about his grand 
designs with his American “friends.” Most argent on the 
minds of the Likud-led Israeli establishment is to improve 
relations with the U.S. administration and to mamtahi strong 
support at the U.S. Congress. The prime minister wffl of coarse 
want to teU American Jews and the powerful Israeli lobby ra 
the U.S. that Israel not only needs to keep And) lands but Hi at 
it dirdy needs American hinds to settle Soviet Jews there. His 
mission wffl most certainly focus on getting a reluctant Jewish 
audience to put more pressure on Congress and the administra- 
tion to revitalise a seemingly dgrKwmg and strained rela- 
tionship. 

Bat Shamir is in a different U.S. Gone are the days when 
Israel could capitalise on the Soviet threat, Arab “terror” or 
Arab unwillingness to make peace with the Jewish state. He 
goes to a changed superpower that in the words of President 
George Bosh wants a new world where peace replaces war, 
cooperation replaces confrontation and one in which Israel 
would give op its dream of a greater Israel and trade land for 
peace. 

We are not in any way underestimating the strength of the 
Jewish lobby or Israel's friends in the U.S. However, we note 
that the U.S. has always made its position dear on the 
settlement of the Arab-Isradi conflict on the basis of resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 and the principles of international legitimacy. 
On March 6, President Bosh told Congress that “a comprehen- 
sive peace must be grounded in U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 and the principle of territory for peace. 
This principle most be elaborated to provide for Israd’s 
security and recognition, and, at the same time, for legitimate 
Palestinian political rights.” 

We trust that the U.S. administration wffl hold to Hs 
declared positions and wffl see to it that its pledge to pursue the 
peace process to the end is fulfilled. In order to do this, 
however, the U.S. first has to see the dichotomy between what 
Shamir wants for Israel and what he needs from the U.S. to do 
it. The two should be mutually exclusive as far as the U.S. is 
concerned. They are to everybody else, save Shamfr himself. 



AL RAT Arabic daily said Friday there can be no meaning to 
Washington’s on going efforts to normalise relations between the 
Arab states and Israel at a time when the Jewish state pursues on 
aggressive policy against the Arab states in general and the 
Lebanese and the Palestinians in particular. As the Americans are 
busying themselves with preparations for the third stage of the 
peace negotiations, which entails discussions of regional problems 
and normalising relations between the Arabs and Israel, the 
Jewish state is continuing a programme of building settlements on 
Arab lands and maintaining aggression on southern Lebanon, 
said the paper. It said that Washington should first end the 
aggression, return the land to its lawful owners and then seek 
normalisation of relations between the two sides. As long as there 
are Israeli provocations and as long as aggression continues, there 
is do way for normalisation of relations and Washington should 
direct its attention to the bilateral talks, which entail ending the 
occupation of Arab land, before any other issue can be considered 
at the peace parley, the paper demanded. The paper said no Arab 
party can heroine involved in any unilateral treaty with Israel as 
the Arabs are in agreement to achieve a single deal, and 
therefore, current Israeli manoeuvres can earn the Jewish state 
nothing but further condemnation. The paper said that unless the 
bilateral talks are successful, there is no chance whatsoever for 
'the multilateral negotiations to attain any success. 

A columnist in Sawt Ai Shaab daily called on Parliament 
■ members to give ap their ongoing haggling over involving their 
Parliament blocs in ministerial positions and urged all deputies to 
give their attention to pressing domestic sodal and economic 
issues. S ri a meh Ekour said that the deputies seem to be 
concerned only in forming blocs to ensure their participation in 
the government and to fill ministerial posts, and they have 
forgotten the purpose for which they had been elected to 
Parliament. Those opposing the government of Prime Munster 
Taher Al Masri are not doing this because they oppose Jordan's 
participation in the peace conference, as they realise that no 
government, whether headed by Mr. Masri or another figure, 
would not be able to keep Jordan away from such an Important 
parley, said the writer. Those opposing Mr. Masri's policies are 
doing this purely for personal reasons and because they aim to 
create a government in which their blocs can be represented at 
any cost, he argued. The writer expressed the view that the prime 
minister should turn away from deputies and direct his attention 
to technocrats for a strong and wide-based government which can 
tackle issues plaguing the country, he should leave the deputies to 
attend to local matters concerning their own constituencies. 
Stour said that the Jordanian citizens are suffering from soaring 
prices, unemployment and other chronic issues which require 
urgent solutions, but the deputies are not contributing anything at 
all towards solving these problems and are rather running after 
ministerial posts. 


By Ezer Wrizmann 

IF the Qrinese saying that even a , 
journey of a thousand miles starts 
with one small step is correct, 
then the conference winch has 
opened in Madrid constitutes the 
first small step towards a compre- 
hensive peace between Israel, the 
Arab states and the Palestinians. 
This, of course, excludes Egypt, 
whidi in its wisdom has been well 
ahead of the other Arabs. I feel 
optimistic. The final outcome of 
the current international and in- 
terpersonal upheaval will be 
peace between us and the Arab 
states, a peace that is going to be 
made after a long, nerve-racking 
and painful process. 

The source of my optimism is 
my assessment of the Situation in 
today’s Middle East. I believe 
that if we and our Arab neigh- 
bours value our lives, we have no 
choice but to bicker with one 
another until we sign a peace 


There will be peace 


treaty, and to get to that point 
Let me tell you why. • 

The first and main reason is the 
nuclear one. Last week some- 
thing important happened in this 
context yet, to my amazement, 
the reprots from Karachi and 
Jerusalem were largely ignored 
by the media. The Pakistanis 
announced, with a fanfare, that 
they had become “a nuclear pow- 
er,” and our defence minister, 
Moshe Arens, announced in the 
Knesset that “the Middle East 
has entered the nuclear age.” 

I am fully aware of the argu- 
ment that if the Arabs have nuc- 
lear weapons, so should we. This 
is meaningless. Israel’s ability to 
absorb a nuclear attack is un- 
like that of Arab states. The mo- 
ment the nuclear option enters 
the Middle East, we have no 
more deterrent. We might have 
1,000 more tanks and 500 more 
planes than all Arab forces pot 
together, yet these weapons pale 


into insignificance in the face of 
the nuclear threat. 

Last week's reports about nuc- 
lear weapons existing in the Mid- 
dle East have passed over our 
beads, as if this was a matte r of 
changing the .105mm artillery 
gun to a 155m one. This is a bad 
mistake. Nothing is more impor- 
tant or more serious than what is 
on the agenda today in the re- 
gion. Yitzhak Shamir, bis friends 
and we ourselves can only “play 
for tune” until the moment at 
which Saddam Hussein or any 
other Arab leader gets his hands 
on the trigger of unclear bomb. 
We would be wise to make peace 
before that happens. 

- The second reason is that the 
United States is sticking stub- 
bornly to its position. Since the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war the Amer- 
icans have explicitly held that we 
should withdraw to the 1967 bor- 
ders with slight border adjust- 
ments. The U.S. gives us our 


daily bread, we are dependent on 
it. The Americans are now the 
decisive force on every issue — 
from the principles of the peace 
conference to the shape of the 
table, the number of delgates and 
the tags they will wear. I prefer to 
be pushed by the Americans to- 
wards peace, if our leaders do not 
know bow to get there on their 
own. The U.S. is making a supreme 
effort to create the beginning of a 
peace process, because they have 
much bitter experience: every 
status quo in the Middle East 
coded with war. The determina- 
tion the U.S. has shown for 24 
years over the withdrawal to the 
1967 lines null almost certainly 
find its expression in the confer- 
ence. 

The third reason is that we 
have created precedents. The 
evacatuation of Sinai, painful as it 
may have been, remains a shining 
light to the Arab states. I do not 


believe that there is, or ever will 
be, any Arab leader who wOl not 
demand an Israeli withdrawal 
from all die territories, right 
down to the last inch, including 
the Golan. President Assad is not 
going to ask for any less than 
Sadat did. The key to a solution 
and to peace is in our hands. The 
compromise wfll be about toe 
“minor adjustments” and, in toe 
Golan Heights, about demilitar- 
isation and the security arrange- 
ments essential to ns. 

The fourth reason is that the 
state of Israel is, through 
Menacbem Begin, the signatory 
to an official document which is 
said to solve toe Palestinian prob- 
lem in all its aspects. Even if what 
is agreed on turns out .to be 
autonomy in toe territories for a 
certain period, nobody here be- 
lieves that Israel will return to 
rule or impose its sovereignty in 
these territories after years of 


Arab seif-administration. And 
from that point the road is short 
enough to a Jordanian- 
Palestmian confederation. This is 
the most convenient solution we 
can achieve. 

The last reason is that the 
world wants it. The world has 
changed in recent years, and no- 
thing is like it used to be. The 
world wants peace and quiet; it 
does not want any threats to its 
life. The U.S. today maintain^ 
friendly relations with the Euro- 
pean Community, and all of them 
together strive to create peace 
between enemies. The world 
does not want waves of hatred 
and wars. I am optimistic. There 
will be peace. 

The above article appeared in the 
Israeli newspaper Yediot Abar- 
onot on Oct. 25 and is reprinted 
from the London-based Middle 
East International. 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


New tax — heavy blow on 
economy, the needy 


Jordanian newspapers in toe 
past week gave prominence to 
government measures to end 
subsidies on food commod- 
ities, the consumer tax im- 
posed on local products, the 
peace process and Israel’s 
stand and a number of local 
issues. 

The consumer tax imposed 
on local industrial products 
was necessary in view of toe 
big deficit in the 1992 fiscal 
budget and the government’s 
needs to raise at least JD 80 
million in new revenues, said 
economist Fahd Al Fanek in al 
Ra’i Arabic daily. 

Jordan has decided to accept 
advice from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
embark on an economic res- 
tructuring programme which 
entails savings so that the 
country can pay back its debts, 
said the economist He said 
that tiie creditors can by no 
means allow toe delay in re- 
payment to last for ever. 

But his view was countered 
by most of the columnists, with 
Mohammad Doaudieh describ- 
ing the tax as the most severe 
blow to the national industry. 

The columnist, who writes 
for Al Dust our, said that toe 
government should have con- 
sulted with the industrialists 
and should have taken the view 
of toe legislative authority be- 
fore ■ embarking on such a 
measure which can only stunt 
the national industry. 

Fakhri Kawar, a colmnist in 
Ai Ra’i daily, said that the 
government was bound to face 
enormous troubles as a result 
of its latest decision which the 
writer described as totally 
directed against the national 
interests. 

The writer said that once the 
tax has been imposed, toe 
prices of local products will be 
so high that consumers will not 
be able to buy; hence a loss to 
toe local industry. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab daily said that toe food 
industries have already laid off 
or forced large numbers of 
workers to take their annnai 
leave pending the end of the 
dispute between the govern- 
ment and the local industries 
over the c on su m er tax. 

Suleiman AI Bannawi said 
that the lay offs are bound to 
aggravate the already serious 
unemployment problem in the 
Kingdom and render the 


national industries obsolete in 
the face of competition by 
foreign products. 

The writer said that limited- 
income groups under toe pre- 
sent circumstances can by no 
means buy cheap food or 
sweets for their children, whidi 
means further creating gaps in 
the society. 

Referring to the govern- 
ment’s decision to lower taxes 
on certain commodities but in- 
crease them on others, Salah 
Abdul Samad said that the 
government failed to reduce 
taxes on such commodities as 
olive oil and sardines, whidi 
-are consumed by toe limited- 
income groups, and had re- 
duced the taxes on luxury pro- 
ducts like Nuts, which very few 
consume. 

The columnist, who writes 
for Al Ra’i daily, said that toe 
government should have con- 
sulted with the Jordanian soci- 
ety for protection of the consum- 
ers before embarking on such 
measures. 

Another columnist said that 
the consumers are always the 
victims of the high prices and 
the limited-income groups are 
bound to suffer. 

Ahmad Diban, who writes 
for Sawt Al Shaab, said that 
the government ought to find a 
formula by which to harness 
the merchants’ greed and help 
the needy people. 

Another columnist in Sawt 
Al Shaab said, by raising the 
prices and imposing toe con- 
sumer tax, toe government has 
gone back on its promises to 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment that it would never con- 
template such measures. 

Ahmad Dabbas said that the 
government must reconsider 
its position and find ways to 
protect the limited-income 
groups. 

Commenting on Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s statement that Israel 
would not abandon any inch of 
the occupied Arab lands at the 
peace negotiations, Ai Dustour 
daily said that by this state- 
ment Israel is showing a flag- 
rant defiance of the United 
States, which is sponsoring the 
peace process which entails 
withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. 

The paper said that Mr. Sha- 
mir has issued his statement on 


the eve of his visit to Washing- 
ton where be hopes to use the 
Jewish lobby as a lever against 
toe Bush administration and 
force it to retreat and allow 
Israel to maintain its occupa- 
tion of Arab land. 

Sawt Al Shaab said that only 
‘after Mr. Shamir’s coining 
meeting with Mr. Bush we 
could biow whether the peace 
process will continue or not 
The paper said that if Mr. 
Shamir insists on Israel’s posi- 
tion of not abandoning any 
part of toe Arab lands, then 
the whole peace process would 
be in doubt. The Arabs have 
chosen the path of peace with 
Israel, said the paper, but it 
stressed that the Arabs can by 
no means accept peace at any 
price. 

Mohammad Kawash, a col- 
umnist who writes for Al Dus- 
tour, said that either Israel 
stops the settlement program- 
me in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories or it faces the prospect of 
ending the negotiations with 
the Arabs. The writer said that 
the Arabs and the Palestinians 
should place a pre-condition 
for continuning the talks, 
namely a freeze to all settle- 
ments. 

Taher Al Udwan, who 
writes for Al Dustour, said toe 
Arabs should respond to 
Israel’s announcement that it 
would continue its occupation 
of Arab lands regardless of the 
peace negotiations, by deman- 
ding that the international legi- 
timacy be implemented in frill 
and that U.N. Security Council 
resolutions be carried out. 

The writer said that the 
Arabs should taka a very de- 
termined and concerted stand 
vis-a-vis Israel’s adamant posi- 
tion and should demand that 
the Americans, who forced toe 
Iraqis to leave Kuwait, must 
take a similar stand and force 
the Israelis to abandon the 
occupied Arab territories. 

Bader Abdul Haq. a col- 
umnist for Al Ra’i daily, urged 
the Bush administration to re- 
sume its dialogue with the 
PLO. He said that such a move 
can benefit toe peace process 
and speed up a settlement.* 
With the opening of the Mad- 
rid parley, the U.S. has paved 
the way for dialogue with the 
PLO, a step which it must take 
as soon as possible, toe writer 
demanded. 


Munes Al Razzaz demanded 
that the United States impose 
sanctions and penalities on the 
parts which obstructs the im- 
plementation of U.N. resolu- 
tions goes back on agreements. 
The writer said that the U.N. 
and the United States can exer- 
cise pressure on the Jewish 
state to force it to comply with 
the world community’s will be 
withholding financial assist- 
ance. 

As the date for resuming the 
peace process draws near, the 
need increases for coordinating 
toe Arab parties' stands, said 
Al Dustour daily. It said that 
the success achieved by toe 
Arabs at the opening session 
should be pursued through a 
unified stand. 

Columnist Mohammad 
Kharronb said in AI Ra’i that 
current Israeli escalation of 
aggression on Lebanon and on 
the Palestinians in the occupied 
Arab lands can be no means 
\ to help the peace process. The' 
writer said that the raids on the 
Lebanese and Palestinian posi- 
tions, coupled with Israeli 
leaders statements that no land 
will be returned to the Arabs, 
can only mean that the Israelis 
are determined to abort toe 
peace process. 

Turning to domestic issues, 
Salameh Ekour, who writes for 
Sawt Al Shaab, accused the 
members of Parliament of 
forming blocs only for the sake 
of securing ministerial posi- 
tions for themselves. 

The writer said that the de- 
puties opposing the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Taher 
Masri are doing that out of 
personal interest and not be- 
cause they are against the 
peace process for any other 
reason. 

He said that the deputies 
should turn their attention to 
toe situation In their own con- 
stituencies, a task they had 
been elected to do, rather than 
struggling to fill a minaterial 
post. 

Usama Sha’sbaa a guest col- 
umnist, said in an article in Al 
Ra’i daily that the blocs 
formed by the deputies in Par- 
liament are intended solely to - 
achieve their own personal in- 
terests. The deputies, he said, 
were elected to maintain coo- 
p'd over the executive author- 
ity’s action and not to seek 
ministerial posts. 


Partners 9 patience 
wears thin as Britain 
stalls on EC union 


By Andres WoQierg-Stok 

Reuter 

.BRUSSELS — Britain’s Euro- 
pean Community partners are 
starting to lose patience with 
London’s stubborn refusal to 
yield on crucial points in EC talks 
on monetary and political union. 

After nearly a year of complex 
and often acrimonious negotia- 
tions, they fear that Prime Minis- 
ter John Major may have drop- 
ped the shrill anti-EC rhetoric of 
his predecessor Margaret Thatch- 
er, but not the substance behind 
it. 

“It is dear now that Britain is 
the main or sole obstade in the 
key fields on political union,'’ 
said a diplomat from the Nether- 
lands, current EC president and 
usually a British ally. 

Add to this the problems on 
Economic and Monetary Union 
(EMU), stemming from Britain’s 
refusal to co mm it itself to a single 
currency, and the picture that 
emerges is one of London as the 
odd man out for reasons its part- 
ners often cannot grasp. 

“It is dear that the IBritons’ 
approach to Europe is different 
from those of the other states," a 
Luxembourg negotiator, said. 
“But often they are also the ones 
asking all the right questions.” 

British diplomats pride them- 
selves on injecting a dose of 
realism in their partners’ often 
ambitious but vague proposals to 
transform the EC from trading 
bloc into embryo federal state. 

With only a month left before 
the key summit whidi is supposed 
to strike a deal, British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd rammed 
the point home on Monday by 
taking the hardest line in weeks in 
a ministerial session of the EC’s 
Inter-Governmental Conference 
(IGC) on political union. 

He flatly rejected any increases 
in toe ECs meager role in sodal 
policy and blocked what diplo- 
mats said was an emerging agree- 
ment to create a “Enro-visa” to 
let non-EC tourists travel freely 
around the bloc when internal 
borders fall after 1992. 

On Tuesday, defending Bri- 
tain's stance, he attacked toe 
EC’s Executive Commission for 
the second time in two days and 
said London had the unpleasant 
task of bringing its community 


partners back to reality. 

“It has sometimes been the 
awkward but necessary role of 
Britain to ask the practical ques- 
tions ... when others have been 
ready to sign first and ask after," 
he said in a speech in the Hague. 
“I doubt if Europe would be well 
served if nobody did that job." 

Although some EC diplomats 
grudgingly admit that Britain’s 
scepticism helps focus the debate, 
many negotiators are no longer 
brazenly optimistic about the 
prospects for overcoming these 
doubts when their leaders meet in 
the Dutch town of Maastricht on 
December 9 and 10. 

For many, London's preaching 
about realism is merely a fig leaf 
hiding a deep-rooted repulsion 
about ceding any more sovereign- 
ty to a supra-national community. 

“I think the British are panick- 
ing a little now. After all that talk 
from Major about bringing Britain 
back to the heart of the EC, they 
are beginning to fear that they 
don’t have toe grass-roots sup- 
port at home for that,” one nego- 
tiator said. ... 

When EC leaders launched toe 
monetary and political union 
treaty talks at a summit in Rome 
in December, many predicted 
that Thatcher's eatit from the 
European stage after 11 years 
would suddenly bring to the sur- 
face deep divisions among the 
other states which had been 
masked by her extreme positions. 

Eleven months later, the other 
states have split as forecast but 
have then regrouped on most 
major questions, leaving Britain 
again in a minority of one. 

The EMU negotiations remain 
hung up on howto design a treaty 
so as to let London stay out of a 
currency union for now without 
also giving other states — and 
crucially Germany — similar 
right to opt out. 

On toe political union front, 
Britain will not budge on giving 
the European parliament a real 
say in EC decisions, on allowing 
the community to steer social 
policy in member states or on 
merging their 12 immigration 
policies under the EC banner. 

“It’s fully dear now that the 
British are going to have to de- 
cide what they want,” one diplo- 
mat said. “A number of (other 
states) are ready to help, but 
London must make concessions.” 


LETTERS 


What do we pay tax for? 

To the Editor: 

The reasoning processes of the officials working at the Customs 
Department, Amman, leaves me in a state of total confusion. We 
are told that raw material for producing goods are exempt from 
import duty. Therefore the reasoning is that toe rattan rods 
(known to Jordanians as bamboo) used for making furniture, are 
indeed exempt. So how these officials arrive at toe conclusion that 
rolls of already woven rattan peel for sticking to furniture are not 
exempted (because they are already woven) is beyond my 
comprehension. Without these rolls we are unable to complete 
the design of toe aforementioned furniture and yet we are ordered 
to pay 30 per cent duty, tons, in one stroke, increasing the price of 
the finished articles and hindering our competitiveness, on the 
world markets. 

I will add that the rolls in question cannot be used for anything 
other than furniture manufacturing. 

We would be very grateful if “someone in toe know,” possibly 
tiie minister of finance or toe minister of industry and trade could 
spare us three minutes of their precious time to esqpbin the 
reasoning behind tins ruling. 

Shefla Haddad, 

Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
publication, however, should contain the writer's fall name and 
preferably address as well. Names can be trithbeM'oofy upon 
request and under special circumstances. Letters am subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts. 
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Jonathan Lyons 

t Reuter 

ISHAUMYAN, Soviet Union — 
tTt*cked away m tbe southern 
j-Gwcasro mo untains , a ring of 
: troy Ahneman' villages is locked 
in r ar deadly bathe fuelled by 
mefeat enmity with rival Turks. 

'Armenian incgnlars routinely 
cany a final round in the pockets 
, of : their fatigues, preferring 
' snkvie to surrender. One wears a 
-grenade on a- cord ' around his 

• neck. 

• “H the Azeris come, I will 
, stand' op and pot nine grammes 
:(oflead) in my bead. 1 will die on 

thK land,* said Yura, whose 
father was killed when the family 
home was hit by a rocket. 

r Yura’s native Shamnyan Val- 
ley, home to some 16,000 Anne- 
nians, is completely surrounded 
by special forces from Azerbai- 
jan; a piedommady Sunni Mus- 
lim, Turkic republic which for- 
mally controls this remote fann- 
ing outpost. 

Azeris and Armenians had 
coexisted for seven decades in 
and around Shamnyan bat the 
breakdown of .central Kremlin 
control and the rise of independ- 
ence movements in their borne 
republics touched off increasingly 


War tears through remote Transcaucasian valley 


bitter dashes. 

More than 80 people have been 
killed and scores injured in a war 
of attrition that has kept 
thousands of villagers cm the 
front lines for three- ax»d-a- half 
years and seen Azeri attempts to 
forcibly deport Armenian resi- 
dents. Some 280 houses have 
been destroyed, swelling the re- 
gion's refugee population. 

But the pace of this forgotten 
war — one of the hidden conflicts 
that threatens to spill across the 
remnants of the Soviet Union — 
is picking up. 

Soviet army and Interior Minis- 
try forces, compromised in the 
foiled August coup, have with- 
drawn, leaving the field to the 
we 0-armed Azeri regulars and 
the Shaumyan Self-Defence 
Forces backed by Armenian 
guerrillas, the “fcdayeen." 

No longer constrained by even 
a semblance of Kre mlin control, 
both sides are gearing up for a 
fight to Ihe finish. 

“We are on the front line of the 
coming war,” said Vova, a 
fcdayeen fighter steeped in the 
messianic mission that drives 
among Armenians. “They must 
be stopped.” 

Roads and electricity have 
been cut by a crippling blockade. 
The telephone service, which 


runs through Azerbaijani sta- 
tions, is intermittent at best. Pet- 
rol. brought in by clandestine 
tankers, is set aside for defence 
and other essential services. 

Most food is locally grown, but- 
flour is brought in from Nagorno- 
Karabakh — another Aimenian- 
Azeri flashpoint — by blockade 
runners in big Kamaz lorries. The 
trip can be deadly, however, with 
Azeri snipers posted at key points 
along the route. 

Lumbering MI-8 helicopters, 
gaudy in their orange-and-blue 
Aeroflot markings, provide the 
only secure fink with the Arme- 
nian motherland. Unpredictable 
weather, anti-aircraft fire and 
fuel shortages limit what are 
essentially illicit flights into Azeri 
territory. 

“Raisa Gorbachev spent three 
days cut off from the rest of the 
world (during the cotip) and she 
was completly shattered, while 
the whole country was fighting to 
get her out,” said Avak Velyan, 
commander of the northern 
front. 

“We have spent four years in 
worse conditions and no one 
gives a damn.” 

Barrages of modified Nurs and 
Alazan rockets riddle the valley’s 
frontline villages, crashing down 
unpredictably in an eerie green 


glow. Sniper fire from well- 
supplied Azeri forces rakes the 
valley at night. 

From three almost-deserted 
villages on the northern front — 
recaptured two months ago from 
Azeri forces — to a tiny string of 
hamlets across the valley, the 
determination to stick it out runs 
deep. 

“1 was born here. They can 
turn my feet up and I still won’t 
leave,” said Gagik Glechyan, a a 
23-year-old veteran of the 
Af ghan War, in his bunker post 
outride the village of Gakhtut. 

The fighting has ripped 
through Shaumyan ’s social fabric, 
rolling back decades of steady if 
unspectacular development. 

“The events since 1988 have 
left their mark not only on tbe- 
general population but especially 
on the children,” said school 
Director Gamlet Yediyan. “For 
years we cannot leave our dis- 
trict. This is not a blockade, it is a 
siege.” I 

Mr. Yediyan ’s Middle School 
Number 2 now takes students in 
shifts to accommodate refugees 
who have swollen the population 
in the relative safety of Shamu- 
myan, the regional centre. There 
are no notebooks and not enough 
textbooks. 

Local teachers and hospital 


Blacks frightened, baffled 
by David Duke’s political success 


1 By Jna Nyla Hutcheson 
Renter 

NEW ORLEANS —The poli- 
tical success of ex-Kn Klux Klan 
leader David Duke, running 
neck-and-neck in the election for 
Louisiana governor, has con- 
vinced many blacks that racism in 
die state is worse even than they 
feared. 

Blade leaders and experts on 
Louisiana politics say the Nov. 16 
contest between Mr. Duke and 
populist former Governor Edwin 
Edwards, a Democrat, is filling 
blacks with feelings of fear, dis- 
trust and bewilderment. 

Underlying these feelings is a 
fierce determination not to be 
pushed further back into second- 
class citizenship, and rage that 
many white voters want to take 
away what little help now goes to 
Hacks hoping to get a piece of the 
American dream. 

Mb. Duke, a 41-year-old Re- 
publican who has been repudi- 
ated by party leaders from Presi- 
dent George Bosh down, is trail- 
ing Mr. Edwards by only four 
points in toe polls. 

He joined the Klan as a teena- 
ger and rose to a senior position. 
He founded the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of 
White People and maintained ties 
with neo-Nazis even after reg- 
istering as a Republican force 
years ago. 

* Mr. Duke now admits he was 
“too intolerant” and says he has 
renounced his earlier affiliations. 
But many critics say he is still 
using subtle race-baiting and divi- 
sive issues that pit whites against 
blacks. 

Across the state, from the met- 
ropolitan areas of New Orleans, 
Baton Rouge and Shreveport to 
small towns such as Mamon and 
Bogalusa, blades say their backs 
tire to the wall. 

~ They do not believe Mr. Duke 
has changed his agenda sin ce the 
days when he wore white IpEK 


robes with a peaked hood and 
toasted Adolf Hitler’s birthday 
with .a few dose friends every 
year. 

Most of those interviewed, in- 
duding owners of small 
businesses, mothers on welfare, 
and college students, did not 
want their names used, fearing 
retaliation from Mr. Duke sup- 
porters. 

“Maybe it's overreacting,” one 
World War II veteran told Reu- 
ters. “But we have a bunker 
mentality now. We don’t know 
who to trust anymore.” 

Several black parents said 
their children were affected by 
Mr. Duke’s candidacy. 

One white boy told my little 
seven-year-old tbat she wouldn’t 
get away with nothing once 
Duke’s elected," one woman 
said. “My God, when it’s back to 
this with children, where is it ever 
going to end.” 

Baton Rouge Attorney Joe 


Guflbuy said: “I hear white peo- 
ple saying they're going to vote 
for Duke because he says this or 
that about taxes but it’s not real. 
You can’t separate this man and 
his message. I don’t care what 
kind of pot you cook it in, the 
ingredients are the same. And 
when you take that Hd off, you’ve 
got racism. It just makes your 
heart hurt so damn bad.” 

Blacks direct more of their 
anger at whites who put Mr. 
Duke in the forefront of 
Louisiana politics than at Mr. 
Duke himself. 

“We’ve always known what be 
stands for,” said state Repre- 
sentative Alphonse Jackson of 
Shreveport 

“He just uses different lan- 
guage now. My anger is that he 
has gotten its far as he has in foe 
electoral process. And Fm dis- 
appointed, too,” said Mr. Jack- 
son, a former school headmaster. 

Blacks say disappointment and 
distrust are pervasive. 












fi 


Talk show host PM Donahue (centre) holds a Microp hone to a guest 
questioning Dadd Duke (right), the former KKK leader who is 
ranutog for governor off Lautebuia, during a recent Donahue show hi 
New York. 


“A lot of people are question- 
ing how far we’ve really come, 
we’re asking who our friends are 
and what happened to people we 
thought were friends, personally 
and politically,” said state Repre- 
sentative Kip Holden of Baton 
Rouge. 

“We all feel it now, the ten- 
sion, the unease. When I go into 
an integrated bar I’m watching 
people a lot closer, wondering 
what they're thinking.” he said. 
'Ten years ago, I never even 
thought about it.” 

New Orleans dty Councillor 
Johnny Jackson said he is not 
without hope. “I believe civilisa- 
tion is greater than one man, than 
one election. And no matter what 
happens we’re going to survive. 
I’ve got a lot of confidence in the 
strength of people of good will.” 

But few blacks, aside from a 
handful of elected officials, 
appear to share his belief. Most 
say defeating Mr. Duke at foe 
polls will not resolve this deep 
south state’s newly “rediscovered 
racial problems. 

“There’s dark days coming and 
it won’t just end with this elec- 
tion,” said a Bogalusa carpet 
cleaner. "The hurt from this is 
going to go on and on. And even 
tf he loses, we aren't through with 
Mr. Duke yet or with all foe folks 
voting for him.” 

Jesse Turner, a New Orleans 
nightclub owner, describes die 
situation — particularly among 
young urban blacks — - as 
“dangerous, very volatile. If 
Duke wins, black people feel they 
will have no choice but to take 
their issues back to the streets.” 

“The genie’s out of the bottle,” 
said one angry young professional 
from Lafayette. “You can’t just 
push us back in history 40 or 50 
years and think we’re going to 
stay there saying *yes sub, massa. 
Fse gwin a’ be a good boy.’ Those. 
days are gone and aren’t ever 
coming back. We won’t let them. 
The chains are broken.” 


officials report an increase in 
nervous disorders, particularly 
among the valley’s youngsters. 
“It is unlikely there will be nor- 
mal children from among this 
generation,” said one official. 

The fighting and blockade have 
reduced this rich agricultural re- 
gion to a subsistence economy, 
wiping out the gains Soviet pow- 
er brought to much of the coun- 
tryside. 

Poweriines, r unning from the 

Azerbaijani centres of Gyandjar 
(formerly Kirovobad) and Nafta- 
lan, were cut on April 13. Multi- 
ethnic education is now a bitter 
joke. 

The integrated economy that 
saw Shaumyan's rich grape har- 
vest provide wine for Russian 
drinkers and its giant gypsum 
quarry, administered from distant 
St Petersburg, face buildings 
across Azerbaijan, has collapsed. 

With no money coining in. 


wages have not been paid in 
months and Soviet roubles circu- 
lating through the local economy 
are badly worn. Few residents 
had seen the new 50-and 100- 
rouble notes issued last March. 

“Whaf kind of economy can 
there be which the only things 
working are the hospital, the 
pension office and the post 
office?” said one physician. 

The valley's health care system 
is barely hanging cm, with just 
five permanent doctors where 57 
once worked. Volunteer physi- 
cians fly in from the Armenian 
capital Yerevan for 15-day shifts 
to help dose the gap. 

Medicine and supplies, espe- 
cially oxygen tanks, are in 
dangerously short supply and 
carefully rationed, said chief 
physician Vyacheslav Osipov. 
“We have made special war-time 
arrangements, because- this is a 
war.” 
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APL now links Aqaba to its network 

American President Lines has a long history as a transportation 
leader in the world. Two decades ago we pioneered container- 
isation to the Middle East, and in the mid-1980’s launched a 
regular weekly service to the Gulf. We are furthering our 
commitment to the region by offering services to Aqaba, linking 
Aqaba to the rest of the Middle East, India, the Far East and all 
USA ports: Let the recognised leader in containerised trans- 
portation meet your shipping needs — call APL 

REGULAR SAILINGS FROM / TO 

— All Far Eastern ports 
— All South East Asian ports ■ 

— All Indian Sub Continental ports 
— All USA East & West coast ports 
— All Arabian Gulf ports 
— All Red Sea ports 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACK MG, AW FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 


* Marry villas and 
are available for rent 
sale - furnished or unfur 
nlshed. 

• Also many lots of land 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 



Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 



fel. 810605, 810609, 
810520a 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
six* 30% larger 

• Free Mmtni Frame 

13 x IB cum 


Shmrisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


1 LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 



Air, Sea and Land 


Agents el over the world 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
.O.Box 926487 





Thefirst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
}n Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman. near 
AhByyah Girts School 

Tah mm rnm g hmewOeOem 

•t’Qpen daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . 

6:30-Midnight 

TeLSSSm 



' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
.. specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight . 


RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open lh30-y3Q A &00-U3D daily 


Take away fee avaflaUe 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


G3EE2E 


Once Tasted 

Ahmys Loved 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room_! 


UAirOTRL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



O ////////////// /' 9 
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DAILY BUSINESSMAN'S LUNCH 


TViePhltodelpho 




For Re*. CaS 663100 Ext. 113. 


Soup of foe Day 
Salad Bar 

Grilled Filet Mignon 
with potatoes and vegetables 
Dessert , Coffee Or Tea 

price! JJJMto 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ferrari gets new chairman 


MARANELLO, Italy (AP) — Luca Di Montezemolo, a former 
technical director of die Ferrari F-l racing team, was named 
Friday to replace Piero Fnsaro as chairman and managing director 
of the ailing Italian anto racing company. Montezemolo's 
appointment appeared to be part of a major reshuffle intended to 
restore the prestige and competitiveness of the Ferrari F-l team 
which was winless in the 1991 World Championship. Ferrari 
recently fired its top - driver, three-time world champion Alain 
Frost, and is expected to announce soon the new drivers for the 
1992 championship. Ferrari is controlled by Italy’s giant anto 
maker Fiat of Turin. 


Newell to join Dalglish at Blackburn 


BLACKBURN, England (R) — Blackburn manager Kenny 
Dalglish persuaded Everton striker Mike Newell to join bis 
second division promotion hopefuls Thursday in a £1.1 million 
($1.95 million) deal. The England B international’s transfer is 
subject to a medical Friday. Former Liverpool boss Dalglish said: 
“I have said from the start that if quality players become available 
I will not hesitate to go after them." 


Irish win without smiles 


ISTANBUL (R) — John Byrne second twice as Ireland 
completed their unbeaten European Championship qualifying 
campaign with a 3-1 win over Turkey Wednesday. But there were 
no celebrations despite the victory. Tbe Irish fans chanted “what's 
the score in Poland?” and did not know that rivals England had 
secured the draw which pot them into the finals as Group 7 
winners. Tony Cascarino was also on target for the Irish in the 
55th minute, just three minutes before Byrne’s second strike. 
Byrne had opened tbe scoring in the seventh minute. Riza 
CaHmbay equalised five minutes later from the penalty spot after 
Orhan Cikrikri had plunged spectacularly over goalkeeper Pat 
Bonner’s outsretcfaed arm. 


England reaches European finals 


POZNAN, Poland (R) — Gary Lineker sent England into the 
European Championship finals wi th an equaliser 13 minutes from 
time to earn a 1-1 draw against Poland in their tense qualifying 
game Wednesdy. The finely-honed goalscoring instincts of Eng- 
land’s leading scorer saved the World Cup scmifinalists from 
elimination after Poland had taken the lead in the 32nd minute. 
Tottenham team mate Gary Mabbutt, whose cruel deflection led 
to Poland’s goal, beaded a coiner into tbe box and Lineker turned 
sharply to nfle tbe ball into the roof of the net. For 45 minutes 
Engl and had looked as if they were to be denied a trip to Sweden 
as Group 7 winners. Time and again their shots went tan tafeang ly 
wide of the goal. Bat Lineker’s 46th and one of his most valuable 
international goals, repeated England’s success of two years ago 
when a draw in Poland sent them into the World Cup finals. 


Seles faces Halard in New York 


NEW YORK (AP) — Top-seeded Monica Seles will open 
defence of her Virginia Slims Championships title next week 
against Julie Halard of France. Seles, ranked No. 1 in die world, 
captured die season-ending, $3 milli on tournament last year by 
defeating Gabriela Sabatini in the first women’s five-set match 
since 1901. Sabatim’s opening round opponent in this eight-player 
event at Madison Square Garden will be Katerina Maleeva of 
Bulgaria. If die third-seeded Sabatini meets Seles a gain this year, 
it trill be in the semifinals. Hie tournament’s No. 2 seed, Steffi 
Graff, opens against Spain's Conduta Martinez. Her se mifinal 
opponent. If the seedings bold, would be No. 4 Martina 
Navratilova, a four-time Virginia Slims Championships winner 
whose last title on the indoor court came in Novemeber 1986. 
Navratilova will begin die week-long tournament by facing Lori 
McNeil. Other first- round pairings send No. 5 Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain against Zua Garrison, No. 6 Jennifer Capriati 
against Nathalie Tauziat of France, No. 7 Mary Joe Fernandez 
against Czechoslovakia Helena Sokova, and No. 8 Jana Novotna 
of Chechoslovakia against Maleeva's older sister, Manuela 
Maleeva-Fragniere of Switzerland. 


ATP Tour may return to S. Africa 


FRANKFURT (R) — Top-class men's tennis could return to 
South Africa next year. The Association of Tennis Professionals 
(ATP) said Wednesday it had received requests from Cape Town 
and Johannesburg to stage singles events there. “We have 
requests from Tennis South Africa, the new body in charge of 
tennis, to reinstate both events in 1992," ATP chief executive 
Mark Miles said. Johannesburg will host the ATP World doubles 
finals next week and is expected to keep the event next year. 


Barcelona laments Magic’s possible absence 


BARCELONA (AP) — Although Magic Johnson says he still 
hopes to compete in the 1992 Olympic Gaines, Barcelona 
organisers are bracing for the kiss of one of their most ardent 
s up porters. *T think in tbe world of basketball, there is no player 
as important as Magic Johnson,” said Josep Maria Albericfa, the 
sport director for basketball with the Barcelona Olympic Organis- 
ing Committee, or COOB. “It would be hard to find anybody 
more popular than him. Magic’s image is so well-known here and 
we’ve all been counting the days until be would arrive.” Joseph 
M. Abad, COOb’s chief executive officer who keeps a basketball 
-autographed by Johnson in his office, is still holding out hope. If 
be decides to come, people will enthusiastically receive him,” 
Abad said. “More, perhaps, than any hero in sports.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

91991 TrtOuno Media Sences Inc. 


THE RULE OF ELEVEN 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* AQJ 10 
*7 742 

v K 9 3 

* K 6 4 

WEST EAST 

*762 * K 8 4 

? Q 10 5 3 7 J » 6 

8 2 v J 6 5 

* Q 10 8 7 * A J 9 3 - 

SOUTH 

* 9 5 3 
7- A K 8 

v A Q 10 7 4 
*52 

The bidding; 

South West North East 
1 v Pass Z * Pass 
1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 


Opening lead: Seven of * 

It is important to have a structure 
for opening leads, and to abide by it. 
Most common is the lead of fourth 
besL By subtracting the fourth-best 
card from 11. the opening leader's 
partner can work out how many 
cards higher than the one led are in 
the remaining three hands. Once 
dummy becomes visible, the leader's 
partner can then determine the lo- 
cation of the high cards in the un- 
seen hands by this formula- How 
important that can be is highlighted 
by this han d. 

Sitting South was a recent Rus- 
sian emigre, Votmai Tmkinov, who 


had soon impressed dub members 
with his ability 10 make speedy, if 
misguided, decisions. Here, his re- 
bid or one no trump with a weak 
doubleton and a ruffing value was 
decidedly inferior— we would have 
preferred a raise to two spades de- 
spite the poor trumps, which would 
have resulted in North declaring 
three no trump. WiLh South playing 
the hand, dummy’s king of chibs was 
exposed to attack at the opening 
gun. 

West a winning decision in 
choosing a club for the opening sal- 
vo. Declarer played low from dum- 
my and East -had no problem. 
Applying the Rule of 11 left four 
cards higher than the seven in the 
other three hands, and that defend- 
er could count three in hand and one 
in dummy. Unless tbe lead was top- 
of- nothing, declarer held no card 
higher than the seven. Therefore, 
East followed with the three, and a 
surprised West won the first trick. 
West continued with the queen of 
clubs, and tbe defenders took four 
club tricks and the king of spades for 
a one-trick set. 

Without a fourth-best lead and 
the Rule, East would not krow what 
to do at the first trick. Were East to 


play either the jack or the nine, the 
contract would be fulfilled. There is 


no entry to the West hand for an- 
other dob lead, and declarer would 
lose no more than three dub tricks 
and a spade. 


Sabatini gets boost from 
easy win over Martinez 


PHILADELPHIA (Agencies) — 
The last time Gabriela Sabatini 
played Conchita Martinez, she 
posted a 6-1, 6-0 victory on day in 
the semifinals of tbe Italian 
Open. 

Since day is Martinez’s best 
surface, it wasn’t too surprising 
Sabatini had little trouble earning 
another triumph on the faster 
carpet surface at die Virginia 
Slims of Philadelphia tourna- 
ment. 

“That kind of win, especially 
that easily, helps very much men- 
tally,” Sabatini said after beating 
tbe sixth-seeded Martinez 6-3, 6-0 
Thursday night. *T went with die 
same mentality. It’s always good 
to beat a player like this.” 

Sabatini, seeded second in tbe 
tournament and ranked No. 3 in 
the world, needed only 66 mi- 
nutes to reach the semifinals for 
the 11th time in 15 tournaments 
this year. 

She will play the winner of tbe 
quarterfinal match between 
fourth-seeded Jennifer Capriati 
and No. 7 Manuela Maleeva- 


Fragmere Saturday. 

Maleeva-Fragniere defeated 
Amy Frazier 6-3, 6-3 to move into 
the quarterfinals, while eighth- 
seed Zina GarrisonTncsted Nicole 
Provis 6-4, 6-4 and will next play 
top-seeded Monica Seles, the 
world’s No. 1 player. 

In another second-round 
match, Brenda Schultz, who up- 
set sixth-seeded Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez in the first round, overpo- 
wered Peanut Harper 6-3, 6-4 to 
earn a quarterfinal match against 
third-seeded Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario. 

Sabatini jumped to a 4-0 lead 
with two service breaks in tbe 
firsti set before she faltered 
slightly. She sandwiched a service 
break from Martinez around two 
dropped service games of her 
own, blowing one match point, 
but took the set when Martinez 
hit a forehand passing shot wide. 

Coming to the net often in the 
second set, Sabatini was simply 
too much for Martinez, who com- 
mitted 27 en forced errors. 

Sabatini played a smart and 


aggressive match, controlling the 
points throughout. 

“I played an excellent match,” 
said a satisfied Sabatini. “I served 
well and came to the net. That’s 
why tins match was not difficult.” 

Martinez saved a set point at 
5-1, but merely prolonged the 
inevitable. The Spaniard put up* 
almost no resistance after drop- 
ping the first set and Sabatini lost 
just nine points in the entire 
second set. 

“I felt in tile second set she 
efidn’t fight to do something bet- 
ter or to do something differ ent,” 
Sabatini said. 

Garrison had to rally against 
Provis, falling behind 2-0 in the 
first set But she went ahead 5-4 
with a service break and used her 
serve-and-volley style to win the 
next game and take the set. 

The second set went much the 
same way and Garrison said she 
was looking forward to meeting 
Seles, who has beaten her in 
three of four previous matches. 

“The main thing is. I'm not 
afraid of Monica,” Garrison said. 


Sampras beats Agassi in Frankfurt 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Pete 
Sampras beat Andre Agassi 6-3, 
1-6, 6-3 Thursday, dealing his 
U.S. Davis Cup team partner a 
setback in his defence of the ATP 
Tour World Championship title. 

Despite the loss, Agassi, who 
dropped to 1-1, could still clinch a 
place in the semifinals. 

Sampras, 2-0, also will have to 
wait a day more to know if he is in 
the last four. 

That was because Boris Beck- 
er’s 7-6 (7-1), 6-3 victory over his 
German compatriot and Wimble- 
don champion Michael Stich 
opened the way for a three-way 
tie atop die group. Becker is now 
1-1, while Stich dropped to 0-2 
and was eliminate d. 

In final group matches Friday, 
Sampras plays Becker and Agassi 
meets Stich. 

If three players end with 2-1 
records, the tie is broken by 


percentage of sets won. 

The $2.25 million year-end 
tournaments pits the top eight 
players in the world who are split 
into two groups and play tinder 
round-robin format The top two 
from each group advance to the 
semifinals. 


Becker, seeded third here, 
took revenge for his three-set loss 
to Stich at Wimbledon. He roDed 
through tbe first set tiebreak and 
took it when Stich hit a backhand 
into the net 

Stich, seeded fourth, had trou- 
ble with his serve in the second 
set, and was broken in the fifth 
game. 

Serving to stay in tbe match, be 
committed a double-fault to give 
Becker a match point. A wild 
backhand by Stich that soared 
into die stands gave Becker the 
match in 86 minutes. 


Stich said he was more dis- 
appointed by the crowd’s over- 
whelming support for Becker 
than by tbe loss. 

“If I was a Dane or a Swede I' 
could understand it, but as a 
German I'm disappointed when 
8,500 people are solidly only on 
his side, it’s very frustrating,” 
Stich said. 

Becker acknowledged that the 
crowd support was a factor in his 
victory. 

“It does feel good if they cheer 
for you, it helps my game,'* he 
said. “And Michael couldn't take 
the fact that the crowd was 
against him.” 

Becker said beating Stich 
didn't compensate for losing 
Wimbledon. 

“For me, the big match is the 
final of a certain tournament in 
July next year," he said, referring 
to Wimbledon. 


Pele rescues Marseille with equaliser 


PARIS (R) — Ghana's Abedi 
Pele rescued French soccer 
league champions and leaders 
Marseille with a late equaliser 
against arch-rivals Monaco 
Thursday. 

The team from tbe principality 
led 1-0 at Marseille until die 84th 
minute when Pele scored with a 
fine header to keep his ride two 
points clear of second-placed 
Monaco. 


Marseille dominated through- 
out against their main rivals for 
tbe past three seasons, the match 
bong marked by a succession of 


fouls and a tense midfield strug- 
gle for over an hour. 

The league leaders, unex- 
pectedly beaten by Sparta Prague 
in the European Cup last week, 
were jolted in the 51st .minute 
when, on a rare counter-attack 
led by Ivory Coast’s Youssouf 
Fofana, Monaco seized the lead 
through a fine volley from Por- 
tugal's Rui Banos. 

Marseille fought back, Eng- 
land’s Chris Waddle haring a 
header saved on the line in the 
65th minute and marksman Jean- 
Pierre Papin hitting a post 10 
minutes later. 


Pele delighted the 30,000 home 
fans six infinites before the fi ni sh 
by nodding in a pass from Manuel 
Amoros. 


“It is a relief. We showed what 
a courageous team we were and, 
even though we lost a point, we 
managed to save the status-quo in 
the league only one week after 
our loss in Prague,” Marseille’s 
coach Raymond GoetbaJs said. 


“When a boxer has been 
knocked out, he does not fight 
again for six months. We have 
managed to be back within a 
week,” be added. 


Arsenal seeks a win against Oldham 


LONDON (R) — Arsenal mana- 
ger George Graham, whose team 
boasted the tightest defence in 
English soccer last season, is tak- 
ing defeat with a rare sense of 
calm. 

The articulate Scot, who usual- 
ly manages to find something to 


complain about even in victory, 
has seen his side lose four times in 
tiie first division this season. But 
he is not unduly worried. 

Tm not even going to talk 
about those defeats,” Graham 
said before Saturday’s game at 
newly-promoted Oldham. 


’ “They’re forgotten now. What 
I see is that we are fifth in tbe 
league without having found top 

Pri, -inn W 

lOIiU. 

Last season Arsenal lost only 
once in the first division on tbe 
way to their second title in three 
years. 


Peanuts 
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Gabriela Sabatini 



Maleeva 
advances to 
Indianapolis 
semifinals 



I DON T MIND BEING LEFT 
ALONE IN THE CAR ..I LIKE 
TO PUSH ALL THE BUTTONS 
TO SEE WHAT THEY DO... 


■ 



THIS BUTTON HERE MUST 
BE THE ONE THAT.. 


•'* w * '''&** ft k-^w‘ 

m •,/* 




Andy Capp 


Mutton* Jeff 


“You like to play the top players, 
especially when you’re trying to 
get yourself back up.” 

Tbe match betweaa Maleeva- 
Fragniere and Frazier was 
marked by 13 service breaks, 
right of them by the winner. 
Frazier held a 24) lead in the 
second set, then saw Maleeva- 
Fragniere win five straight games. 

Schultz, whose powerful serve 
was docked as fast as 104 mpfi 
during the match, recorded 14 
aces against Harper, who had 
only four break points and failed 
to convert any of them. 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana (R) 
— Katerina Maleeva of Bulgaria 
and Radka Zrubakova of 
Czechoslovakia, the only remain- 
ing seeded players, posted 
straight set victories Thursday to 
advance to the semifinals of the 
$150,000 Jell-0 Tennis classic. 

Top seed Maleeva outshigged 
American Susan Sloane-Lundy 6- 
3 6-3 to move a step closer to her 
thud title here. Maleeva won this 
event in 1988 and 1989. 

Fourth seed Zrubakova also 
continued a successful week with 
a 6-4 6-4 victory over American 
Linda Harvey-WQd. 

Zrubakova, who has dropped 
just 12 games in three matches, 
struggled briefly in each set but 
outplayed an often impatient 
Harvey-Wild on crucial points. 

In Friday's semifinals Maleeva 
faces Argentine Mercedes Paz, 
who sorved-and-voUeyed her way 
past American Mary Lou Daniels 
6-4 6-3. 

• The only American player to 
survive Thurday’s quarterfinal ac- 
tion was Audra Keller, who eli- 
minated Petra Ttaoren of Finland 
6-2 6-3 to earn a shot at Zruba- 
kova. 

The 32-player indoor tourna- 
ment lost six of eight seeded 
players by the second round. 

The llth-ranked Maleeva 
scored the lone service break in a 
hard-hitting first set when Sloane- 
Lundy double-faulted twice in the 
seventh game and missed two 
forehands. 


Sloane-Lundy, ranked 85th, 
jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the 
second set, but Maleeva rallied to 
4-2 behind numerous cross-court 
backhand winners and eventually 
closed ont the match with a ninth- 
game service break. 





JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1991 




FORECAST FOR SATURDAY NOVEMBER 16, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll fVghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: AD 
the excellent aspects that occur this 
afternoon bring you gain through 
p lanning business expansion in 
almost any avenue that is ri serious 
interest to you and the associa tes 
who rely on your imput 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You find you can repay any social 
debts or accept invitations that are 
extended in your direction so be 
sure to think on the Kgher side of 
life. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take some time out to think over 
your foundational ambitions and 
what you can do to make them 
work for you now wi t h o u t further 
delay. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
are thinking big now and have 
more fixity of purpose and interest- 
ing creative ideas through which 
you can be more successful in tbe 
future. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever you lack finan- 
cially yon can now start an upswing 
and you can gain your practical 
objectives much more easily and 
with less opposition. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Jot on 
paper right away those ideas that 
are rooming through your mind for 
your personal fulfillment and you 
find you can win out before long. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Make sure you do handle all 
matters with care that arise for you 
have many p repar tions to do cm 


them before you'd be wise to make 
them pubfic. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Think out a better comae 
under which you can make your 
social graces more apparent and 
your dream of being a delightful 
personal companion. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have a very astute and 
sensible plan under which you can 
operate with others and grt them 
to release some vocational activity 
for your progress. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) So many new situa- 
tions that have aD the earmarks of 
expanding your horizons and your 
knowledge that you need to keep 
busy every moment looking into 
them. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Let those with whom 
you have re sp onsibilities see tint 
you are ge n ero us and a far sighted 
person who does those things that 
encourage more association. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is that time to open up 
some new set of circumstances 
under which you can devise and 
make a new arrangement to extend 
your activities beyond present 
boundaries. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can make your surroud- 
m gs 50 attractive and charming 
now that you would be wise to use 
every spare moment available to 
you changing present environ- 
ment. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“When your silverware melts, 
that’s a good sign that you’re 
eating too fast.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TYTUP 


mmmm 




VOACH 


j 




DAUSIN 


nrnr 

■•1 



THOOSE 


| 

mm\ 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Saturday'3 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MOOSE CHALK PELVIS RANCID 

Answer When someone eats crow he also swaSows 
this— HIS PRIDE 




THE Daily Crossword byWISam i 


ACROSS 
1 1 ndian 
7 Forbid 
td HJL Munro 

14 Pnrrter's 

mistakes 

15 Macaw 

16 Furnace 

17 Described 
flatteringly 

18 Denizen of 
Australia 

20 Prepare for 
printing 

21 Beset 

23 Sapless 

24 Jason's wife 
26 Cleansed 
28 Reveries 

30 — mater 
34 Corrida cheer 

37 Coo — (with 
vigor) 

38 Dormant 
40 Stanley Cup 

contenders 

43 Again! 

44 Wiese! 

45 — Paulo, Braz. 

46 London district 

47 Plow Made 
49 Days to come 
52 Chirps 

56 Belg. resort 
69 Recording 

61 Abscond 

62 Crested bod 
64 Weflesley 

graduate 

66 Tommy or 
James 

67 BuUdIng wing 
6a Halve 

69 Corpus 

70 Charlotte of TV 

71 Sound system 



Mad* Sanfcn. me. 
« Rents Raaansd 


DOWN 

1 Juniper 

2 Wear away 

3 Celtic priest 

4 Tangled in a 
mass 

5 Dtned 

B Nothing In Cuba 

7 Basebafl'ptayar 

8 Indo-Europeans 


9 Cops 

10 Cry out 

11 Eager 

12 Deborah or Jean 

13 The — 500 

19 — out (make do) 
22 Peculiarity 
25 Pergola 
27 Surrealist 
29 Lake port 

31 Curved glass 

32 Large: prel. 

33 Lhasa — 

34 Monodies 

35 Jay 

36 Inscribe 

38 Mine entr a nce 

39 4-0 in the series, 
e.g. 

41 Mansard 

42 Actress Baridn 

47 Domed roof 

48 Deny 
GO Actress 

Hagen 
Si Spud 
53"— Gantry" 


s Puzzle Solved: 


cnnnra nnnn nnonn 
oonn nnnn wnnnn 
nntzin ranon nnraran 
nnnran r^nnnorannn 
HiRnranm nznonn 
idhre] nnn non 
noHnnnnnnn nnnn 
nrarino Ron orennn 
nrerarn nnnonnnnnn 
Ron non ennon 
ooocjo nnnnnn 
raonnnoono nnoon 
onanra noon none 
nonon norm nnno 
nonran nnno nonn 


54 Br. coins 68 Put one past 

55 Mutual defense Becker 

_ org 60 Chatters 

56 Stiftabreakar S3 Anthem author 

57 Notable possum 65 Landed 


EHi 
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atm American inflation rate slows 


- WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
. rac in prices paid by consumers 

stowed sharply last spring in Latin 

America bat paces are still in- 
... •. creasing mu ch fester than in the 
^ industrial countries, the Interna- 
^ tkmal Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
^ported. 

Ici The IMF showed Latin Amer- 
ican prices rising at a peak rate of 
. 561.1 per cent a year in the 
summer erf 1990 and only at 126.4 
per cent in June of this year. 

“The Stabilisation policies ap- 
plied over the last year have 
m an age d in most cases to reduce 
• inflationary pre ssur es,” said the 
United Nations Economic Com- 
■ mission for Latin America in a 
report dated October. 

Brazil had tire huge amnai 
inflation rate of 3,827.1 per cent 
r in the summer of 1990, meaning 
" J that the average purchase by a 
B razilia n consumer cost more 


than 38 times as much as it did the 
summer before. The fund mea- 
sures price rises against die «*me 
period of the previous year, 
which gives somewhat different 
results from a comparison be- 
tween successive months or quar- 
ters. 

By last spring Brazil's anmmi 
rate had dropped to 373.8 per 
cent. But h has been rising a gain 
since then, to a yearly rate of 
388.4 per cent in September. 

Brazil accounts for a third of 
Latin America’s total production. 

In Argentina the 1989 rate of 
3,079. 8 per cent also declined, 
but only to 1,629.1 per cent last 
foil — the latest figure available. 

Even Peru, the champion of 
the world in inflation with 9,411.7 
per cent last summer, h»d re- 
duced its rate to 5,601.4 per cent 
a year in the winter months at the 
start of 1991. 


In Mexico, inflation has been 
hovering around 20 per cent a 
year since 1989, reaching an 
annual rate of 22 per cent last 
July. 

Among the industrial countries 
increases have also slowed since 
last year's average of five per 
cent, to an annual 3.4 per cent in 
the United States , in September. 
Germany and Japan, which do 
not report so quickly, had 4.1 and 
3.3 per cent respectively in Au- 
gust. 

The fund also reported a slow- 
ing of inflation in eastern Europe 
but its figures did not include the 
Soviet Union, Bulgaria or Alba- 
nia and results from other coun- 
tries in the area were mixed. 

“The rate of consumer price 
increases declined most sharply in 
Poland to 70.4 per cent in the 
second quarter of 1991, com- 
pared with 1,075.8 per cent a year 


before...” said the food's “IMF 
Memorandum” for November. 

It also noted a slo wing-down in 
Yugoslavia last spring, to an 823 
per cent annual rate compared 
with 1,776.9 per cent a year be- 
fore. 

Since then, political disruption 
and fighting have spurred the 
price rises to an wnnual 105.9 per 
cent in July. 

Deutsche Bank, a leading Ger- 
man bank, predicted that in- 
creases of 50 per cent a month — 
600 per cent a year — were 
possible by the beginning of 1992 
because of war-time budgets in 
Croatia and Serbia. 

In Czechoslovakia there was a 
rapid rise early this year, with 
some slowing down since. In 
Hungary and Romania the latest 
available figures showed a gra- 
dual speeding np of the rates. 


Colombo to levy defence tax in January 


COLOMBO, Sri Tjmlrn (AP) 

War-torn Sri L»nfca will resort to 
foreign and domestic borrowing 
to help bridge next year's budget 
deficit of $2.63 billion. Prime 
■ Mini ster Dingiri Banda Wijetun- 
ga has said. 

Mr. i Wijetunga attributed the 
strain on the tea-growing island 
country’s financial resources to its 
high defence expenditure, this 


year’s Gulf war and revenue los- 
ses because of tax reforms. 

“Our defence expenditure has 
escalated substantially... it is now 
almost five per cent of the GDP 
(gross domestic product),” Mr. 
Wijetnnga told parliament while 
presenting the 1992 budget. 

Mr. Wijetnnga announced a 
one per cent defence tax on im- 
ported and domestically manu- 


factured non-exportable goods 
from next January. The revenue 
will be used for defence. 

Defence spending in 1992 will 
be 15.3 billion rupees ($373 mil- 
lion) — most of which will be 
utilised by troops fighting Tamil 
rebels in the north and east. 
Defence spending last year total- 
led 1.16 billion rupees ($285 mil- 
lion). 


Mr. Wijetunga said revenue in 
1992 would touch 8.9 billion 
rupees ($2,177 million), while ex- 
penditure, both recurrent and 
capital, would amount to 156 
billion rupees ($3,811 million). 

That would leave a budget de- 
ficit of 66.95 billion rupees 
($1,633 million). Last year’s 
budget deficit was 64.6 billion 
rupees ($1,576 million). 


Financial 

Markets 
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Swedish government 
proposes selling 
equity in 35 firms 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — 
The new non-socialist govern- 
ment, moving to deregulate 
Sweden’s economy, has proposed 
to sell state holdings in 35 com- 
panies. 

Conservative Prime Minister 
Carl Bildt’s four-party 
coalition asked parliament to 
approve the privatisation, start- 
ing next year, of companies with 
annual sales totaling 240 billion 
kronor ($40 billion). 

Assets to be sold indude Vat- 
tenfall, a state agency that is 
Sweden’s main power producer, 
and the state’s one-third holding 
in Procordia A.B.. Procordia is a 
large producer of consumer 
goods and pharmaceuticals whose 
shares are tradedTon the Swedish 
stock exchange. v> ... 

“Private companies are always 
more effective than state com- 
panies. Moreover, the state as an 
owner tends to confuse its diffe- 
rent redes,” Industry Minister Per 
Westerberg fold reporters. 

“It is crucial to begin a priva- 
tisation of state-owned com- 
panies as soon as possible in 
order to revitalise the economy,” 
Mr. Westerberg said in a state- 
ment. 

Coalition members won elec- 
tions in September on platforms 
to reduce public payrolls and 
promote small businesses. 

The new government promised 
not to dissolve the state welfare 
net created during the past half- 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
l uffing world c u r re ncies and gold against the dollar at nudsesskm 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7720/30 

1.1305/10 

1.63KV20 

1.8360/70 

1.4480/90 

33.59/63 

5.5750/5800 

1231/1232 

129.80/90 

5.9750/9800 

6.4020/70 

63375/3425 

354.90/355.40 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemaiks 
Dutch guiklera 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Location: Shmeisani-Wa’ei M Tamimi building- No. 58, ground 
floor. Consists of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, one glassed- 
in balcony, small garden, with independent central heating, 
Telephone and car park. Must be seen. 

Please call 663416-668562. 


Unfurnished house of two bedrooms with a terrace in West 
Amman. 

For further Information please call: 665955. 


Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 



-SOMERSAULT TIME 9 PLAY 

Starring 'Abu Awwad Family* 

After the great success it achieved 
continues its shows daily 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Pleas# buy your tickets In advene# 



M.E. peace seen brightening 
horizon for Jordan economy 


century of socialist rule. But it 
plans to legalise private child 
day-care centres and has discus- 
sed private alternatives to state 
hospitals and old-age homes. 

The value-added tax on food, 
restaurant meals, hotel services 
and domestic transport will drop 
to 18 per cent from 25 pen: cent on 
Jan. 1. 

The government also intends to 
reduce taxes on luxuries and 
capital gains. 

Social Democrats contend that 
the coalition’s programme will 
increase differences between rich 
and poor. 

State holdings are to be sold off 
at rate of about 10 trillion kronor 
($1.6 billion) a year. The enter- -< 
prises include forestry; company # 
A.B Statens Skogrinduslrier, steel- 
producer Svenskt Stal A.B. and 
Domanverket, the Swedish forest 
service. 

Some assets would be offered 
to employees of the companies or 
other small investors, and some 
to large institutions or corpora- 
tions. 

Government spokesmen did 
not indicate bow long the process 
would take. Some of the 35 com- 
panies involved are wholly state- 
owned. Private investors have a 
majority of shares in others. 

Funds generated by the sell-off 
would be used to replenish state 1 
coffers and to finance invest- 
ments In public facilities. 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is pinning 
high hopes on the Middle East 
peace process not only to restore 
stability to the volatile region, but 
also to produce direct and in- 
direct channels to improve its 
economy through enhanced re- 
gional cooperation and faireT 
sharing of regional resources. 

Jordanian expectations in- 
clude, apart from increased exter- 
nal financial and. technical assist- 
ance, a better atmosphere condu- 
cive to allowing Jordanian as well 
as foreign investors to draw up 
long-term strategies and to ensur- 
ing that the capital flight is re- 
versed. 

“Political stability is the first 
name for economic stability,” 
said a senior official. “If political 
stability is ensured in the region 
then economic stability follows. 
The skills of our people win show 
when they can see further than a 
few years and be assured that the 
region is not going to-be the scene 
for another war,” added the offi- 
cial. 

One of the key elements in the 
Jordanian argument is that Jorda- 
nians as well as foreign investors 
have so far taken very little 
advantage of the quota-free sta- 
tus that Jordan enjoys with the 
European and North American 
markets. 

Economic analysts are unani- 
mous that one of the major hur- 
dles that Jordanian economic 
policy-makers always used to 
confront was the air of uncertain- 
ty and tensi on related to foe 
Arab-Israeli conflict which dis- 
suaded many Jordanians and 
foreigners from investing in the 
Kingdom and making optimum 
advantage of foe country’s geog- 
raphic location and abundance of 
local expertise. 

Jordan’s economic woes have 
catapulted with the return of a 
quarter million expatriates from 
Kuwait and other Gulf states, not 
only depriving h of expatriate 
remittances but also compound- 
ing foe unemployment problem 


and straining the Kingdom’s in- 
frastructure services. 

It is estimated that Jordan 
needs a minhnnm of $3 trillion to 
absorb the returnees and address, 
to a reasonable extent, foe prob- 
lem of unemployment. 

“Jordan has a good track re- 
cord of adopting to new situations 
and recovering relatively quickly 
to address medium-term prob- 
lems,” noted another senior offi- 
cial, referring to the situation in 
July 1990 when the Kingdom’s 
economy appeared to be set on 
an eventual recovery after foe 
turbulent 1989 and 1990 when the 
Kingdom's massive foreign debts 
bared their ugly effects and took 
their toll on foe Jordanian dinar. 

The Golf crisis, sparked by the 
August 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, scrambled Jordan’s care- 
fully charted economic restruc- 
turing programme in agreement 
with foe International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and foe World Bank. 

The Kingdom’s refusal to en- 
dorse the military option to end 
the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait 
and foe high wave of popular 
sentiments among Jordanians in 
support of Iraq deprived it of 
finamrial aaaiitancp. from the Gulf 
states — expected to have been 
dose to $600 million in 1990. 

The international trade sanc- 
tions and embargo on Iraq led to 
massive visible and invisible los- 
ses — exports to Iraq and 
Kuwait, transit revenue cm Iraq- 
bound cargo, expatriate remitt- 
ances and tourism — estimated at 
$5 billion. 

Jordan managed itself to re- 
main on its feet despite the severe 
blow, but again it was a question 
of starting from scratch in its 
coarse to address the fun- 
damental problems in its eco- 
nomy with the added burden. 

While trying to reduce the fis- 
cal budget deficit through in- 
creasing revenues and cutting 
g o v ernm ent expenditure and res- 
chedule foreign debts, the King- 
dom also has to leave a lot to 
unknowns in its new course, but 
officials are highly optimistic 
that: 

— The changes in the regional 


political scene as a result of the 
peace process will bring about foe 
resumption of Arab economic 
assistance to the Kingdom. 

However, “it is nowhere round 
the comer,” cautioned an offi- 
cial. “Political relations with the 
Gulf Arab countries are indeed 
looking up, but it cannot be said 
with any certainty that Jordan 
will get aid from the Gulf at any 
predetermined time.” 

— European countries and 
Japan have indicated their wil- 
lingness to contribute materially 
to ensure that Middle East peace 
agreements — as and when 
reached — are preserved and 
iwninn>ir*»H This so tails addition- 
al assistance as well as invest- 
ments. 

— A partial write-off of its 
foreign debts will ease foe King- 
dom’s recurrent burden cm the 
external front and the rising ba- 
lance of payment deficit, ex- 
pected to hit $13 billion by 1993, 
according to independent studies. 

Diplomatic sources argue that 
such across-foe-board debt write- 
offs may not be possible, but that 
has not dampened Jordanian 
hopes that sooner or later a 
mechanism could be found to 
facilitate the process. 

— The investment climate in 
Jordan could be improved to 
attract foreign capital to take 
optimum advantage of the trade 
privileges that Jordan enjoys with 
Europe and North America. 

Economists concede that fore- 
ign exchange reserves and local 
deposits in foreign currency have 
gone up to record levels since 
1985, but point out that these are 
one-time occurrences since these 
figures represent the funds 
brought in by re turning expatri- 
ates. 

Another key element in the 
Jordanian strategy is to increase 
exports, which has so far main- 
tamed a more or less stable level. 
But in the context of balance of 
trade imports win go up as the 
Kingdom meets the needs of the 
dramatic addition to the popula- 
tion resulting from the return of 
expatriates. 

Attention is also being given to 


tourism, one of the top five re- 
venue earners for Jordan, ;wbich 
has picked up after a disastrous 
year in 1990. However, experts 
believe that it might take several 
years to dedicated campaign to 
raise it to a level to be of substan- 
tial boost to the economy unless 
the dividends of the peace pro- 
cess are visible soon. 

The government is grappling 
with short-, medhnn-and long- 
term solutions to ensure .water 
availability for domestic, indust- 
rial as well as irrigation.' Esti- 
mates indicate that Jordan .needs 
not less than $500 million to 
streamline its drinking water 
supply network and feed the sys- 
tem from fer-flung underground 
reservoirs. Experts describe the 
drinking water situation as 
“treading the red line.”. - 
Securing a fairer share of the 
region’s water resources is 
another Jordanian objective in 
the Middle East peace process. 
Despite agreements dating back 
to 1952, “Jordan was never tre- 
ated fairly by its neighbours in 
sharing the water resources,” 
says a senior official. “It is time 
we put forth our case forcefully 
and demand that we be' treated 
fairly.” . : 

As medium- and long-term 
economic strategies remftin a 
priority, Jordan has also to 
absorb its economic realities into 
its daily life pending foe actual 
fruits of the peace process'. This 
entails hard decisions, which may 
prove unpopular among the 
Jordanians. • ' 

Work is under way on the 1992 
fiscal budget. Officials say that 
the 1991 budget of JD 1.16 billion 
will reflect a 20 per cent deficit, 
and die 1992 deficit figure may be 
dose to JD 550 million: * 

The IMF and World Bank have 
advised Jordan to take into con- 
sideration “external financial 
assistance” while preparing the 
budget Effectively, the advice is 
seen to represent an international 
conviction that financial assist- 
ance is almost guaranteed- pro- 
vided that the peace process re- 
mains on track. 


Ukraine looks west to revive economy 


KIEV, Soviet Union (R) — The 
Ukraine,, which declared inde- 
pendence from the Soviet Union 
in August, hopes the West will 
help boost its economic fortunes. 

The government is pushing 
through laws to promote priva- 
tisation, encourage private enter- 
prise and protect foreign invest- 
ment to help the republic change 
to a market economy. 

"We are not asking for help 
from anyone. We want good, 
reliable partners. We can offer 
the potential of 52 million peo- 
ple,” Economics Minister Anato- 
ly Mmcbenko said in an inter- 
view. 

But plans for expansion in fore- 
ign trade will have to wait until 
foe Ukrainian government re- 
laxes measures designed to pro- 
tect the economy, 

“Now that we have voted for 
independence, we must start 
dealing with our economic prob- 
lems, which are the most impor- 
tant of those facing us today,” 
Ukrainian leader Leonid Krav- 
chuk has told pariiainenL 
The Ukraine is the second- 


most powerful republic after the 
Russian Federation and has a 
large agricultural and industrial 
base, founded on machine- 
building and coal and steel pro- 
duction. But in the last year it has 
become a victim of its own rela- 
tive success. 

Mr. Minchenko said produc- 
tion in die first six months of the 
year had fallen only five per cent 
from its levels a year ago, with a 
smaller 3.9 per cent faU in July. 
This compared with a drops of up 
to 25 per cent in other parts of the 
country. 

Ministers, fearfnl of non- 
Ukrainians buying up their pro- 
ducts, have blocked foe export of 
goods and introduced a coupon 
system limi ting most purchases to 
Ukrainians. 

“We have 10 ports and 16 
border crossings with the West. 
We calculated that 30 per cent of 
all goods and food produced in 
foe Ukraine were leaving the 
republic,” Mr. Mmcbenko said. 

“We don’t see any other way of 
pr otec tin g the market I realise 
these measures are anti-market. 


but with the current chronic shor- 
tages there is no alternative,” be 
added. 

The republic has taken 85 per 
cent of coal, metallurgical and 
machine-building enterprises 
under its jurisdiction and plans to 
do tiie same with the construction 
and defence industries in the near 
future. 

Ukrainian leaden say the re- 
public is ideally suited industrially 
and geographically for coopera- 
tion with the West. 

“We think we can build a 
southeastern European market 
around foe Ukraine, uniting foe 
Blade Sea, Turkey, Russia, Bul- 


garia, Greece and others,” said 
Vladimir Lanovoi, state minister 
for economics and privatisation. 

But the West is being cautious. 
Of foe 2,000 joint ventures -with 
foreign firms registered so' far, 
only 180 are working . 

The Ukraine is also taking 
steps to recreate the links with 
former members of the eastern 
European trading bloc Comecon, 
which was wound up earlier: this 
year. 

It has already signed coopera- 
tion deals with Hungary -and 
Czechoslovakia and is working on 
one with Bulgaria. 



at the Palace of Culture Al Hussein Sports City at 8 p.m. on: 

Friday Mow. 15 — Gfeefto Ballot 

Saturday Mow. 18 — Swan Lako Ballot 

Sunday Now. 17 — Nut Cracker Ballot 

Monday Mow. 18 — Carmen Ballot 

Tuesday Now. 19 — Giselle Ballot 

Wednesday Mow. 28 — Swan Lako Ballot 

Friday Mow. 22 — Nut Cracker Ballot 

Saturda y N ow. 23 — Carmen Ballot 

— Phoenix Cafeteria and Gallery, Gardens Sheet 

— Zahrat Al Mada'en Mill — Jubilee Circle. 

— Abla and Antar Stores, Jabal Luweibdeh. 

— Safeway International. 

— Al TawU Tours Agency, near Safaway. 

— ~ Geneva Goffoeshop. 

— Music Box/AI Sw&fiyyeh, foe Eighth Circle. 

— Al ShaBal Restaurant, the Gardens Street 

— Rana Pizza, opposite Al Ral Newspaper. 

— Rawah Wool, Gardens Street-Da'san Centre. 


c5 Aqaba 

APARTOTEL 

Two bedrooms, living room, kitchen, idyllic sea views. 
Rate: JD 30 per night 

Please call Aqaba, Tel: 313512 4 Fax: 31433S 


To make your greetings 
pleasant, joyflil and 
unforgettable. 

Send it with a FIOWER 


Interflower International Flower shop 
Intercontfnantal Hotel Shoppine Area 


Tel. 619260 Tlx 22046 Izfcc. Fax B19S34 Amman 
Open dally B Mam too pm. 


A leading group of trading companies, is 
seeking to employ: 

COMMERCIAL OFFICER (S) 

of the following qualifications: : 

1) University graduate /BA, preferably master de- 
gree in Business Administration or Economics 
from a British or American university / college: 

2) Fluent in spoken, reading and writing English- 

3) Minimum working experience must not be tess 
than three years especially in developing busi- 
ness contacts and relations in international mar- 
kets, in addition to a knowledge of financial 
transaction related to i.e. L/C's .... etc. - 

4) Ambitious, and with a strong representative 

personality. . : 

Only qualified interested applicants to send, their 
C.V. and supporting documents with a recent per- 
sonal photo to: ; 

General Manager 
P.O. Box 7239 
Amman, Jordan 
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•Ceasefire talks continue as 
fighting spreads in Croatia 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — Euro- 
pean Community (EC) mediators 
met Friday with- Croat and feder- 
al army generate to hammer out 
details of a ceasefire report e dly 
agreed to by waning Serbs and 
Groats. But fighting raged on in 
secessionist Croatia. 

'Street battles continued in the 
ravaged Danube River city of 
Vukovar, where Serb-dominated 
forces have fought to within 
metres of the dty centre. 

At least 10 dead and 30 wound- 
ed arrive daily at Vukovar’s cellar 
hospital, where 44 children are 
stranded as water, medicines, 
bandages and anaesthetics run 
short, Croatian radio said. 

Air raid alarms waded over 
much' of Croatia, and in the 
Adriatic port of Split, which had 
been peaceful for days. 

Three crew members on board 
a ferry were killed when navy 
gunboats opened fire on Split 
Friday morning, Croatian radio 
said. Air raid sirens then sounded 
over Split and .nearby islands, 
■where a boat bearing 4,000 de- 


sperate refugees from Dubrovnik 
was supposed to pass later 
Friday. 

A second ferry and Split CSty 
Had ■ were fait, according to a 
journalist from the city’s Slobod- 
na Dalmadja daily reached by 
telephone. - 

The ferry Slavija, carrying EC 
monitors from besieged Dubrov- 
nik and 4,000 desperate civilians 
headed to Spfit from the Mon- 
tenegrin port of Zelenika, where 
fcderaTOices searched and held 
it 12 hours, EC deputy spokes- 
man ED KoestaJ said. 

But be said the vessel would 
not stop in Split because of the 
fighting and would continue on to 
its home port of Rijeka in the 
northern Adriatic. 

Gen. Antmi Tus, chief of staff 
of the Qoatian forces, and Gen. 
Andrija 'Resets of the federal 
anny met separately with EC 
officials at the Zagreb Hotel 
where EC monitors are based. 
Dirk Jan Van Houten, the bead 
of the EC monitoring group was 
involved in the talks. 


They were negotiating detail 
of a trace agreed after the federal 
defence minister and the Euro- 
pean ^Community’s chief envoy 
on Yugoslavia met Thursday. „ 

EC negotiator Lord Carrington 
said Thursday after meeting the 
leaders of Serbia a nd Cro atia and 
Federal Defence Minister Gen. 
Veljko Kadijevic that all sides 
had agreed peacekeeping forces 
were needed to stop the relcntfe— 
ss bloodshed. 

But the EC had said none will 
be setit in until a ceasefire is 
achieved. It is seeking United- 
Nations help in creating a 
peacekeeping force. 

Gen. Kadijevic agreed to an 
immediate trace on condition the ' 
Croats lift their blockade of - 
federal army bases in 'Croatia, 
according to the Yugoslav News 
Agency (Tanjug). 

Once Gen. Kadijevic’s pledge 
was kflown, Croatian President 
FranjoTndjman agreed to a ceas* ' 
efire, Croatian Radio said. 

The EC has brokered a dozen 
ceasefires — none of which held 


- — in its attempt to stop the 
violence that erupted after 
Croatia declared independence 
from Yugoslavia on June 25. 

Vukovar, under siege for three 
months, has appeared on the 
brink of capture by Serb forces all 
week. Croat defenders are re- 
lying on mined streets, sniper fire 
and entrenched positions in a 
.local cemetery to keep the Serbs 
’at bay. 

’ ItS fall Would give the mili tary a 

firm hold on eastern Croatia, and 
would be a severe psychological 
blew to Croats who see the dty as 
a potent emblem of their inde- 
pendence drive. 

Osijck, north erf Vukovar, also 
‘came under heavy artillery and 
mortar attack from surrounding 
army and Serb-held villages, local 
defence officials said. 

Meanwhile, a hydrofoil char- 
tered by the U .N. Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) to'evacnate chil- 
dren from Dubrovnik was fired 
on by a jgunboat as it headed for 
the besieged Adriatic port Fri- 
day, Zagreb Radio said. 


Khmer Rouge leader delays 
return, Hun Sen urges c alm 


BANGKOK (R) — A Khmer 
Rogge leader who oversaw tor- 
ture daring Cambodia’s “ killing 
fields”- dark age has delayed his 
return' to Phnom Penh, sending 
officiate ahead in an a pp a rent 
attempt to test the mood in the 
dty ids guerrillas emptied at gun- 
point 16 years ago. 

In' .the Cambodian capital. 
Prime Minister Hun Sen said he 
feared violent protests wold erupt 
against the Khmer Rouge when 
they come buck as part of the 
peaee pact signed last month. 

Mr. Hon Sen said 90 per cent 
of Cambodians wanted to protest 
against foe return of the guerriflas 
whose savage rule killed over a 
million people. He appealed for 
calm. : 

“If wc don’t protect the Khmer 
Rouge,' then some violence win 
be committed. I am responsible 
for their safety," be said. 

Asian diplomats in Bangkok 
said Son Sen, the Khmer Rouge 
defence chief responsible for the 


security apparatus during their 
1975-1979 role, would send a 
five-man advance guard to 
Phnom Penh Sunday but had 
postponed his own return by one 
day to Monday. 

Tbe guerrilla leader apparently 
wants totest the waters in Phnom 
Penh wK re citizens do not forget 

the brutality of the Khmer H nny 
role, the diplomats said. 

More than one millio n Cambo- 
dians died from execution, dis- 
ease, starvation or overwork after 
foe Khmer Rouge emptied cities, 
moved everyone to work is camps 
in foe countryside and tried to 
build a pore agrarian state. 

Mr. Son Sen is to be joined 
later by Kbifea Samphan, no minal 
leader of the Khmer Rouge and 
right-hand man to Pol Pot, the 
secretive revolutionary who led 
tire grasp’s reign of terror until 
being ousted by invading Viet- 
namese troops in 1979.. 

No date was known for Khieu 
Samphaq’s return, diplomats 
said. 


IRA drawn into sectarian 
feud with Protestants 

bloody retaliation. 

“They were as much concerned 
with self-image and an easy fife as 
ideology,” one police source told 
foe Irish Times. 

The IRA has tried several 
times tins year to target senior 
Protestant extremist leaders, 
breaking into their booses with 
guns and sledgehammers. Then- 
intended targets were either not 
home or escaped. 

- Then oil Wednesday night the 
IRA killed four Protestants in the 
bloodiest night of- violence tins 
year in Northern Ireland. It 
daimed they were all extremist 
activists. 

Protestants swiftly retaliated, 
wounding two Catholics in Bel- 
fast; and killing three workers 
coming out of a factory. 

The ERA portrays itself as a 
guercgla liberation army fighting 
to fi« the province from British 
control and unite it with the Irish 
Republic. 

Its favoured victims are police 
and soldiers but it has widened its 
list of “legitimate targets” to in- 
dude anyone who supplies Brit- 
ish security forces, from milkmen 
to building contractors who are 
viewed as collaborators. 

It even uses civilian victims as 
“human bombs" s t rapp ed into 
exptoshne-laden vans which they 
• are forced to drive to army check- 
points. Six soldiers and one civi- 
lian have (Bed m such 


DUBLIN (R) — The IRA, which 
portrays itself as a liberation 
army fighting Britain, has been 
sucked into a Moody sectarian 
war with Protestant extremists 
who are better organised and 
armed than ever before. 

Seven people have died in tire 
pest 24 hours in a “tit-for-tat” 
dvfl war in Northern Ireland that 
has prompted Britain to send in 
more troops and police in a de- 
sperate attempt to halt the 
bloodletting. 

Protestant extremists have now 
killed 33 Roman Catholics tins 
year compared with 11 last year. 
Their targets are not just random 
sectarian killings of factory work- 
ers and taxi drivers. They have 
also shat dead senior Republica- 
n ; activists. 

A spokesman for the outlawed 
Protestant Ulster Freedom Fighters' 
said: u We have got to get off our 
knees and say to Republicans we 
are not going to lie down and let 
you walk over us." 

Now organised in much tight- 
en cells modelled on the Irish 
Republican^ Army’s command 
structure, Protestant extremists 
are proving harder for police to 
infiltrate. Extra squads of detec- 
tives have been drafted into Bel- 
fast to try and track them down. 

In the past, Protestant gunmen 
were reluctant to target senior 
figures in tire ZRA and its pofitkal 
wing, Sinn Fein, for fear of 




CANADA 

NEEDS IMMIGRANTS 


Take advantage of big 1991/92/93 admission increase 
Get assistance, advice and latest information re: 

* Job offer-Do you need one? * Your application 
form 

* Permanent resident visa * Famfly/relative & retired 

* Bnsinessmen/investor * Nanny /housekeeper/ 
. -.domestic 

* Refugee/student/visitor & marriage, sponsorship 

Internationa] reply coupon requested. Write today: 

CANADIAN IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES* 
BepfcJ Box 22136 
45 Ovcriea Bird. 

Tor on to Q tL Mffl 1N9 CANADA 

NB: 

to help jroa successfully qualify. 
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East Timor governor 
attacks army over killings 


DELI, Indonesia (R) — East 
Timor's governor condemned the 
Indonesian army for opening fire 
on crowds of mourners tins week 
and accused it of aiming “rightist 
terrorists” to crash an independ- 
ence movement in the former 
Portuguese colony. 

“I blame the armed forces,” 
Mario - Vtegas Carrascalao told 
repeaters Thursday night in his - 
office in Dili, capital of East 
Timor which Indonesia annexed 
in 1976. 

According to local reports as 
many as 180 people were killed 
when troops fibred into a crowd of 
thousands of mourners at DiFV 
Santa Cruz Cemetery Tuesday. 
The official death toll stands at 19 
with 91 wounded. 

The-Fortnguese News Agency 
(LUSA) quoted Timorese 
sources as saying the army had 
dog mass graves in an open area ’ 
outside Dill and taken .four track- 
loads of bodies there. 

Carrascalao said most of the 
3 ,500 Timorese who bad ga t l ie rf d 
at the?- cemetery were innocent 
people mourning Sebastio 
Gomes* a student who was killed 
last month in dashes between 
pro-arid anti-Indonesian activists. 

“We are aU in mourning be- 
cause they are innocent people 
who died,” he said. Actual de- 
monstrators only numbered ab- 
out 1,000, he added. 


Troops should have controlled 
tire crowd long before it reached 
tbe cemetery, said the governor 
who is an East Timorese 
appointed by Jakarta but info no 
control over the militaiy. 

He accused local military com- 
mander Brigadier-Genera! 
Rudolf Warouw of failing to 
assess the threat and condemned 
his year-old strategy for potting 
down the insurgency against In- 
donesia’s rale over East Timor’s 
750,000 people. 

Tbe governor attacked employ- 
ment by foe security forces of 
“rightists" whom be said often 
made use of their weapons and 
trinmng to settle old scores. 

‘They are bandits mid terror- 
ists, the extreme right,” Mr. Car- 
rascalao said, speaking English 
with a thick Portuguese accent as 
do many educated East 
Timorese, a legacy of three cen- 
turies. of colonial rule. 

“The weakness in the armed 
forces is in accepting these peo- 
ple. The military commander 
never accepted my plea not to use 
them," he said. 

“The consequence of this is 
Hut I have lost a lot of my 
credibility. The military has also 
lost credibility ... some or aU.” 

The military has admitted it 
was to blame for Tuesday’s kill- 
ings which provoked an interna- 
tional outcry. 


Enrile pulls out of race 
for Philippine presidency 


MANILA (R) — Accusing his 
rivals of political gangsterism, 
opposition Senator Juan Ponce 
Enrile announced Friday his 
withdrawal from next year’s race 
for the ‘Philippine presidency. 

“I wm not descend to the gut- 
ter where my rivals have dragged 
the fight for the preodency be- 
cause they believe they enjoy a 
comparative advantage in that 
place,” be told a meeting of the 
opposition Nadonalista Party. 

“The cheap gangsterism that 
has recently taken bold of oar 
party had brougb us all down to 
foe gutter,” he said in a widely- 


applauded speech. 

Political sources said Sen. En- 
rile could try instead to become 
president of foe senate in next 
May's national elections. 

Sen. Enrile resigned as secret- 
ary-general of the Nadonalista 
Party but said he would remain as 
a member. 

A former defence minister who 
launched the popular-backed 
military revolt which put Presi- 
dent Corazon Aqnino in power in 
1986, Sen. Enrile subsequently 
became an arch- Aquino critic. 
He* ted the battle for the removal 
of U.S. military bases. 



Baker 
to discuss 
human 
rights with 
Chinese 

PEKING (AP) — A tight-lipped 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker arrived in China Friday 
under domestic pressure to win 
concessions from the Peking gov- 
ernment on human rights, trade 
and arms proliferation. 

Mr. Baker went directly from 
the airport following his arrival at 
0615 GMT to a meeting at 0800 
GMT with Foreign Minister Qian 
Qicfaen. 

“I think this is a very important 
visit. I know yon think so as 
well,” Mr. Balter said, referring 
to Mr. Qian as he and his coun- 
terpart sat on o p posite sides of a 
conference table. 

Tbe secretary of state said his 
trip to China would “afford us an 
opportnnity to talk about some 
issues where we see things in the 
same perspective and some issues 
where we have some problems.” 

In contrast to customary proce- 
dure for Baker trips, neither he 
□or his top aides offered repor- 
ters any details of expectations 
for the three-day visit during the 
three-hour flight from South 
Korea to Peking. 

It was Baker's first trip to 
China since the crashing of pro- 
democracy demonstrations in 
Tiananmen Square more than 
two years ago. Congressional 
Democrats are questioning why 
he’s taking the trip now without 
apparent assurances of major' 
concessions from the Chinese. 

• Early this month, House 
Democrats, led by Foreign 
Affairs Committee Chairman 
Dante Fascell of Florida, wrote to 
Mr. Baker saying the Chinese 
“hoped to reap propaganda be- 
nefits from your visit.” 

They urged Mr. Baker to press 
foe Chinese “in the strongest 
public terms” to comply with 
treaties curbing v.o spread of 
missiles and nuclear and biologic- 
al weapons. 

Among the outstanding issues 
Straining relations between China 
and the United States are reports 
that China is selling nuclear 
equipment and technology to 
Iran, that rt has s old missiles to 
several countries, and that its 
discriminatory trade practices 
have denied access to its markets 
to many American industries. 

China currently has the second- 
highest trade surplus with foe 
United States. 

Last May, tbe Chinese admit- 
ted proriding a heavy-water reac- 
tor to Algeria, and the New York 
Times reported in its Friday edi- 
tions that the United States three 
years ago bad intelligence in- 
formation indicating that was 
happening. 


Arch conservative challenges Bush 


WASHINGTON (R) — Televi- 
sion talk show host Patrick 
Buch anan, an arch conservative' 
with iso lationist views, has all bat 
thrown his hat in the ring in the 
fin* right-wing c ha ll e ng e to Presi- 
dent George Bush for the 1992 
Republican presidential nomina- 
tion. 

Mr. Buch anan said Thursday 
he was inclined to enter the Feb. 
18 New Hampshire primary, tbe 
first statewide balloting cm pres- 
idential preferences, but would 
delay a final decision until late 
this month. 

“l ain, leaning toward it. We’re 
lock ing .at it. We’re getting an. 
awfuD fot of su pp ort and if the 
decision were held today it would 

probably be a ‘go’ decision,” be 
said. 


In their syndicated column Fri- 
day, conservative pundits Row- 
land Evans and Robert Novak 
'quoted Republican sources as 
saying Mr. Buchanan could con- 
ceivably beat Mr. Bush there in 
what had seemed likely to be an 
unopposed walk. 

Mr. Buchanan is also being 
urged to eater the race by tbe 
influential Manchester Union 
Leader’s publisher, Nackey 
Loeb. 

Political analysts said a Bucha- 
nan candidacy could force Mr. 
Bob to foe right, creating more 
of an opening for the six declared 
Democratic Party candidates or 
for New York Governor Mario 
Cuomo, who said Thursday he 
had still not made up his mind 
whether to run. 

. M ... Mr. Cuomo, considered by 

Mr. Buchanan, 53, made his many Democrats as his party's 

TSrL ^ , a v ^ e j “““Sf >*t hope to recapture the White 
’ a CaN* itea» in the November election, 
Wews Network pubhc affaire has sounded more and more fike 
show fre normally co-hosts as a a candidate in recent days, 
right-wing advocate. He was on a hMm column in foe New York 

Gfotonna md Times Thursday, he faulted Mr. 
odnot host the show Thursday. Bush for postponin g ascbeduled 
“f®- _ . Is -V-trip that was to have taken Ida to 

Mr. Buchanan, an outspoken Japan laser tins month. Mr. 
toeoftag government, is well Cuomo said Mr. Bush should 
equipped to exploit Mr. Bush’s have used foe visit to help plug 
headaches with the sour economy * the huge U.S.-Japan trade gap. 
m rcc eafem-plagned New Hamp-; v ‘TFerlaps h is no coincidence 
•stare. / v ydien foe trip suddenly 


loomed as more challenging than 
a photo opportunity, Mr. Bosh 
declared be needed to spend 
more time at home. His timing 
was off, as are his priorities," Mr. 
Cuomo wrote. 

Recent polls indicate that Mr. 
Bash’s popularity has been 
eroded, chiefly by foe stagnant 
U.S, economy. A Times- Mirror 
survey this week showed him 
losing the election to an unnamed 
Democratic presidential candi- 
date. 

Mr. Buchanan, who supported 
.Mr. Bush in the 1988 campaign, 
accused tbe president of aban- 
doning his stated conservative 
principles in favour of “a separate 
peace with the great society”, a 
reference to tbe sweeping social 
programmes set up by former 
President Lyndon Johnson, a 
Democrat. 

In foe CNN interview, be also 
criticised Mr. Bush for breaking a 
campaign pledge to reject tax 
increases, for heavy federal 
spending and for endorsing civil 
-rights legislation that conserva- 
tives say will lead to racially- 
based hiring quotas. 

Citing large U.S. budget de- 
ficits, Mr. Buchanan derided Mr. 
Bush’s attachment to a so-called 
new world order “when a lot of 
Americans think that we ought to 
took for America font.” 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


3 killed In Michigan post office 

ROYAL OAK, Michigan (R) — A sacked letter carrier aimed 
with a rifle walked into a post office in this Detroit suburb' 
Thursday and killed three people and wounded seven before 
'shooting himself in the head, eyewitnesses and police said. 
Eyewitnesses said the gunman, identified as Tom MdDvane, 31, 
Qbose his victims carefully as tf he had a “hit list” and that hq. 
apparently was inspired by the killing of 23 people in Texas last 
■month, tbe worst mass shooting in U.S. history. McDvane, 
described as a “time bomb” waiting to go off, was fired last year. 
When he lost an arbitration hearing Wednesday be “just 
snapped,” one fellow employee said. Another witness said 
McDvane was taking Prozac, a p ow erf u l anti-depressant drug that 
has come under scrutiny by critics over whether it can cause 
violent behaviour. McDvane was in a critical condition at a 
hospital, police said. They declined to identify the weapon be 
used, but eyewitnesses said it was a -22-calibre semi-automatic 
rifle. 

Spain approves police powers bill 

MADRID (R) — Tbe Spanish Congress (lower house) has given 
final approval to a controversial “citizens’ security” trill which 
gives police wide powers of arrest and entry into homes to figh t 
crime, notably drag trafficking. The r uling Socialists backed the 
bill with support from Catalan and Basque parliamentary groups 
but the main opposit i on conservative and left-wing parties voted 
against on the grounds that some provisions were unconstitution- 
al. The trill now goes to the senate for approval before becoming 
law. Its most contentious clauses permit police to detain anyone 
found without documents until their identity is checked and to 
enter private property without a warrant if they suspect it is being 
used to seO drugs, 

Menem gets red-carpet welcome by 
Bush 

WASHINGTON (R) — President Carlos Menem, who has led 
Argentina from hyperinflation to economic stability and from 
Third World politics to a pro-Western stance, received a red-carpet 
welcome in Washington Thursday. “Ties between our countries 
have never been stronger. And a great deal of credit goes to you 
and your administration,” President George Bush told Mr. 
Menem at a ceremony making the start of a three-day state visit. 
After a 21-gun salute and troop review, Mr. Menem promised to 
push his free-market policies even further. “Our determination is 
today firmer than ever before. It is also ir r e v e r si ble,” he said. 

U.N. elects 34 to law commission 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Tbe General Assembly has elected 
34 legal experts to five-year terms to the International Law 
Commission, one of tbe world’s most prestigious legal groups. 
Tbe commission is an independent body that helps draft interna- 
tional conventions or treaties. The new members indude Robert 
Rosenstock. chief legal counsel at tbe U.S. mission to the United 
Nations, and James Crawford of Australia. Europeans elected 
were Derek WUUam Bowett of Britain. Gaetano Arangto-Rniz of 
Italy, Gudmundur Emksoon of Iceland, Vaclav Mikolka of 
Czechoslovakia, / Alain Pellet of France, Christian Tomuschat of 
Germany, Vladlen Veresbetin of the Soviet Union, Mehmet 
Guney of Turkey, Alexander Yankov of Bulgaria. From Asia and 
foe Middle Eart are: Husain A1 Bahama' of Bahrain, Awn 
Al-Khasawnefa of Jordan, John de Saram of Sri Lanka, Andreas 
Jacovides of Cyprus, Mocfatar Kusuraa- Atmadj a of Indonesia, 
Pemmaraju Sreenivasa Rao of India, Jxuyong Shi of China and 
Chusei Yamada of Japan. 

Director Tony Richardson dies of AIDS 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Oscar-winning director Tony Richard- 
son, who began his career as one of Britain’s “angry young men” 
and was a major filmmaker fin- 30 years, has died of AIDS at age 
63. Richardson died in a Los Angeles hospital with family 
members at his side, a spokesman for the direc to r said. 
Richardson made a series of hit films including Look Bade In 
Anger, A Taste Of Honey, The Loneliness Of The Long Distance 
Runner, Tbe Entertainer and Tom Jones, which won force 
Oscars, including best forector. Richardson, bora in Shipley, 
Yorkshire, was at one time married to actress Vanessa Redgrave 
by whom he had two daughters, including actress Natasha 
Richardson. They were divorced in 1967. He had a third daughter 
by his long-time companion GrizeMa Grimond. Richardson also 
directed about 30 plays from London’s Royal Court Theatre to 
Broadway, including the original stage version of Look Back In 
Anger, one of the seminal works of foe Angry Young Man 
movement among post-war British intellectuals. 

Haiti orders French envoy to leave 

PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — Tbe army-backed government 
Thursday ordered the French ambassador to leave Haiti within 48 
hours or lose his diplomatic immunity because he described the 
army as “cowards.” If Ambassador Jean-Raphael Dufour is still 
in foe country after that time, the government “will no longer 
accord (him) any diplomatic status," said a Foreign Ministry 
statement broadcast on state-run radio. The announcement mwm» 
a day after the departure of an Organisation of American States 
(OAS) mission demanding foe reinstatement of deposed Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Supporters of the army-backed 
government view Mr. Dufour as the reformist president’s 
staunchest diplomatic ally. 

12 hurt In Romanian mine blast 

BUCHAREST (R) — Twelve coalminers were injured in 
explosions at a pit in the Jiu Valley coalfield in w este rn Romania, 
foe Romanian News Agency, Rom pres, said. Two of foe 12 were 
suffering from severe burns after two successive blasts shook tbe 
Uricani pit Wednesday night. An official inquiry was launched to 
determine the cause of tbe blasts. Romanian P rime Minister 
Theodor Stolojan Thursday met Miron Cosma, the leader of 
powerful Coalminers’ Unions which daim 52,000 members in the 
Jiu Valley, Romania’s richest coal basin. 

Koreas fall to narrow differences 

SEOUL (R) — North and South Korean officials met Friday to 
discuss a draft non-aggression accord but the meeting ended n 
bitter argument, a South Korean Unification Ministry spokesman 
said. The two sides, meeting at the border trace village of 
Panmunjom, agreed only to reconvene next week to continue 
work on the accord, which the premiers of the Koreas agreed last 
month to draft “No progress was made during tbe meeting winch' 
ended amid Utter arguments,” the spokesman said. “But botti 
sides agreed to meet again on Nov. 20.” 

Tough officer heads Sri Lankan army 

COLOMBO (AP) — A tough officer with a record of waging 
unres trained warfare took command of Sri Lanka’s army Friday 
pronusing to step up tbe campaign against Tamil separatists. The 
appointment of Lt.-Gen. Cecfl Waidyaratne, 54, as commande*> 
m-ctuof comes gs the armed forces are on the offensive ngawtet 
Tamil guemUas'in one of the deaefliest ethnic wars rnidrr way fo 

^ mild. Li foe last month, tbe army has bottled up the bulk of 

the Tam il guerrillas in their stronghold in tbe northern Jaffna 
pemnsola.,. But Sri Lankan militaiy analysts and Western 
diplomats said the 8-year insurgency is far from over, and the 
guerrillas could hold out indefinitely in Sri Lanka’s jungles. 
Wai dyarat ne, a veteran of counterinsnrgeiuy took 

over from Lt.-Gen. Hamilton Wanasingjbe, who B wm iM rffj the 
anny for three years. An honour guard win salute the new 

commander Saturday. 



Michael Jackson’s 
new video sparks 
calls from viewers 

NEW YORK (R) — Superstar 
Michael Jackson, almost as well- 
known for his bizarre behaviour 
as for his music, released his 
latest video and one television 
'station that broadcast it was 
flooded with irate phone calls. 
The 11-minnte music video. 
Black Or White, .which was 
broadcast in 27 countries, in- 
cluded shots of Jackson gyrating 
and rubbing his pelvis, zipping 
and unzipping the fly of his Mack 
pants. Film director John Landis, 
who helped make the video, said 
it was seen by an estimated 500 
million viewers. Jackson's first 
new video in two years, it was 
shown in foe United States on the 
fox television network and the 
MTV and VH-1 music channels. 
A Fox spokeswoman said tbe 
network’s New York newsroom 
was flooded with hundreds of 
.calls from outraged viewers. 
“People are complaining. 
They're saying they don't under- 
stand it and it was pretty gross," 
said spokeswoman Danielle Par- 
ker. The video, thought to cost 
nearly 54 million, had the look of 
a full-fledged movie, including 
scenes with television actor 
George Wendt and child fitai star 
Macaulay Culkin. The song is a 
plea for racial harmony from the 
Dangerous album, set for release 
on Nov. 26 by the Sony Corpora- 
tion which has signed Jackson to 
a record and film contract re- 
portedly worth more than $50 

milli on. 

British army uses 
rattles for gunfire 

LONDON (R) — Trainee army 
officers at Britain's Sandhurst 
Military Academy are using foot- 
ball rattles to simulate foe sound 
of gunfire because there is no 
money to boy blank ammunition, 
a member of parliament said 
Wednesday. Michael Mates, 
chairman of die House of Com- 
mons Defence Committee, said it 
.was just one of the problems the 
army faced following spending 
cuts. Firing ranges have had to be 
shut because civilian staff cannot 
be paid, training has been severe- 
ly curtailed and 22,000 men have 
'not carried out exercises tins 
year. Under new defence cuts 
introduced to reap a so-called 
peace dividend from tire mid of 
the cold war, the British army’s 
strength is being cut by 25 per 
cent. “All we are getting is smal- 
ler and the commanders^ are 
deeply unhappy,” said Mates, a 
member of tbe ruling Conserva- 
tive Party. “Would it not have 
been wiser to have at least- 1 not 
got to the state where we are 
training the next generation of 
leadens at Sandhurst with footbal- 
al rattles rather than blank 
ammunition winch is not avail- 
able?” 

Mouse ‘hijacks’ 
Egyptian airliner 

CAIRO (R) — A mouse which 
boarded an Egyptair aircraft 
heading to London Thursday 
caused panic among passengers 
and delayed foe flight for about 
three hours, Egyptian newspap- 
er said. The mouse ran along the 
tides of the Airbus minutes be- 
fore takeoff. Frightened passen- 
gers jumped out of their seats and 
ran to one end of the a i rcra ft to 
escape it, the papers said in then- 
early Friday editions. Airport 
workers and cleaners were called 
in to try to catch the mouse but 
when they failed, passengers 
were transferred to another air- 
craft. They took off to London 
three hours later. 

New Zealander falls 
in second bid to 
escape caning 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — A 
New Zealand man sentenced to 
me imprisonment and six strokes 
of tihe cane in Malaysia for drag 
frafficking fost a second appeal 
against the caning, the Malaysian 
News Agency Bcmama said Fri- 
day. The governor of Peaaite 
Island said there were no new 
fee®* ®n be considered in the case 
of foe jailed man, Aaron Shelton 
'~ ohc °> agency reported. It 
Mr. Cohen’s lawyer as 
raymg be would now appeal to 
foe King of Malaysia. Mr. Cohen, 
a, and his mother Lorraine 
y>ten, 46, were found gnflty of 
■™“ c ™8 *n 34.6 p mirniM and 
140.8 grammes (1.22 and. 4.97 
S™** 3 J 5*f heroin respectively in 
Penang m 1987. Lorraine Cohen 
jas given a death sentence, 
wnicti was later commoted to life 

gL* ??- tough drag 

pw^xfoe death for anyone 
with more than 15 gramfiies Chaff 
y* ° °ace) of he roi n and 200 
fMhnes (sewn ounces) of can-, 

^a^- 90 ^ including 
two Australians, a Briton and 







